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PREFACE. 


In her Introduction, Mrs. Chapman expresses soma 
fear lest people iif England should begin to weary 
of the subject of Indian women, so much having 
been written of late concerning them and their 
peculiar trials. But this liiitle book needs .np 
apology; and I, for one, have never read anything 
more interesting or more likely to be useful to the 
cause of female education in India than this small 

• y • 

collection of biographies. 

No one will read these Sketehea of some Distinguished 
Indian Women without a feeling of intense sympathy . 
and admiration for the subject of each one*of them ; 
or without pride and pleasure in the fact thal so 
much talent„perseverance, and determination ehould 
be fouxid com,bined wit\^ so much gentleness, and 
with 80 mapy truly femmine qualities. Ohe might, 
perhaps, have feared that women who had had to * 
break through the hsBrd and fast rules ofawste and • 
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custom would have lost their more lovable cbarac* 
teristics in the , struggle ; but one rises from the 
perusal of each one of these biographies with as much 
a^oction for the woman as admiration for the students 

But besides the almi)st draiEj^tic interest of these 
lives, Mrs. Chapman’s little volume is full of infor- 
mationy and her descriptions of the childhood of her 
different distinguished women,” and of the circum- 
stances of their families anil the reli^ons of their 
parents, are not the least admirable pai^ of her work ; 
^while, in her Introduction, she giVes a short and most 
instructive account of questions aiffecting the welfare 
of Indian women, and of thte various efforts made to 
improve their condition. 

I am sure this little book will be read with ij^terest 
everyone who takes it up ; while to all those who 
have thought of Indian women, or who* have worked 
for their welfare in any way, it will come as a mes- 
sage of hope and encouragement, and, as such, will 
give them unmitigated pleasure. 


HARRIOT DUFFERIN AND AVA, 
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INTRODU-CTI ON. 



So much has been written and spoken, daring the 
last twenty years, on*the sad condition of the women 
of India that people in England may be supposed to 
be fairly well acquainted with the general facts, and 
there ig perhaps some danger- of their becoming 
wearied by a too frequent repetition of the story. 

Missionaries,* philanthropists, educational and 
social reformers, have all made the conditiqp of 
Ip^iah ,women Iheir- theme, and have painted in 
dark and forciblet' colours the picture of their *de> 
gradation, their helplessness, their ignorance, th^ 
cruel treatment and dreadful sufferings to*which 
millions of them are exposed, and the dull, empty, 
colourless livps.of even the happiest among* them. 
Happily there is now a br^hter* side to the picture. 
The appeal to English sympathy and interest has 
not been in vain, and thanks to the energy, the 
courage, and the persevertmce of many noble-minded 

1 
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men and women, this fyppathy and interest have 
found : expression in many wdl-direoted efforts to 
extend to the women of Ihdia the blessings of 
Civilization and of edtfcation, and to secure for them 
at least a share of* that liberty and honourable 
respect, which we are accustomed to consider as 
among the most valuable and incontestable “ rights 
of women.” . 

As the evils from which Indian women suffer are 

- % 

very various m character, so are and must be the 
efforts to meet and remedy Ihem, and it may be 
well to glance briefly at the principal of them. 

The flrst great blow struck in the cause of woman’s 
welfare was the famous edict issued by Lord William 
Sentinck in 1829, after long and bitter opposition 

on the part of many*members of his Government, 

* * 

though loyally supported by two or’three, whereby 
the practice of ” suttee ” was prohibited throughout 
the British provinces, and the aiding or g,bbttmg 
of It was branded as a crime to be punished by 
‘death. , 

Thcp practice of suttee, that is, the burning alive 
of widows on their husbands’ funeral pile, was of 
great ‘antiquity in India, although when and how it 
was introduced seems tq be doubtful. It is certain 
that it* is not sanctioned either by the Vedas, which 
are the most ancient of the Hindu Scriptures, nor by 
the Gma of Mann, which Chniainn the mnAt nrAcifle 
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md elaborate roles of cofxdoot for all classes of 
eople, and particularly lays down how a woman is 
lire after the death of her husband. 

It seems, however, to have *been introduced by tlfe 
irahmans for some rdason nof easy to discover, and 
' lapse of time and the force of public opinion, it 
,tbered the strength which always attaches to an 
mmemorial custom. 

M. Thevenot, a French traveller who visited 
India in 1669,* foun^ this practice of suttee very 
prevalent, and writes thus of it : — " The Indian 
widows have a far different fate from that of thpir 
husbands; they dare not marry again, but are 
obliged, if they will not bum themselves, to live in 
perpetual widowhood ; but then they live wretchedly, 
for they incur the contempt of their family and caste 
as being afraid of death." After describing the 
ceremonies usutdly observed at the burni]:\g of 
widollrat the same traveller goes on to say : — “ The 
women are happy that the M^ometans are become 
the* masters in the Indies, to deliver them from the 
tyranny of the Brahmins, who always desirb their 
death, because these ladies being never burnt without 
all their ornaments of gold and silver about them, 
and none but they haviqg power to touch their 
ihes, they fail not to pick up all that is precious 
mong them. However, the Great kfogul and^ other 
lometan Princes having ordered their gcwe^ors 

1 * 
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to employ all- their ca^e in sappressing that abuse 
as much as lies in their power, it requires at present 
gieat solicitations and considerable presents for ob- 
taining *the permission of being burnt.” 

Lord W. BSntinck therefore” in prohibiting suttee, 
was only carrying out a reform which h^. pre- 
viously been attempted by the Moghul Emperors. 
Yet, strange as it may appear, there were many 
people at the time (and some good and wise men 
among them) who held that, masmQch as it was a 
religious rite, maintained and inculcated by the 
Brahmans, even although not sanctioned by their 
Scriptures, that the Government had no right to put 
a stop to it, the practice being on the same, footing 
■as others, less revolting though scarcely, less mis- 
chievous, which were *by ^common ^consent regarded 
as beyond the scope of Government interference. 
They even predicted that the new law would be 
resisted by force, and that it would lead to, iftntiny 
and rebellion. HappUy, however, these timid counsels 
*were over-ruled, and though it was long before^ the 
rite of suttee absolutely disappeared, still its down- 
fall dates from that time, and n& one would now 
dare openly to vindicate the practice, or even to 
maintain that it was inculcated by the Hindu re- 
ligion. 

Whether the* lot of the Indian widow has been 
much improved by the reform, may at first 
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em doubtful, for the mertiful GoTernment which 
^as rescued her from a fiery death cannot save her 
om a life of oppression and misery. To .be^a 
vidow, and more especially 'a childless ot rathw 
^onlets widow, is to be the object not of sympathy 
ad pity but of universal hatred and aversion. In 
the words of one, a Hindu widow herself, “ Widow- 
tiood is throughout India regarded as. the punish- 
ment for a horrible crime or crimes committed by 
the woman in Sbme former existence upon earth. It 
is the child widow, or the childless young widow, 
upon whom in an Especial manner falls the abuse 
and hatred of the community, as the greatest cri- 
minal upon whom Heaven’s judgment has been 
pronounced.” Again, ”A widow is called an ‘ior 
auspicious thing ’ ; if she appear on any occasion o^ 
rejoicing, ahe will bring ill-luck. If a man starting 
on a journey sees a widow on the road, he will 
postjlope his departure rather than run the risk of 
negl^ting so^evil an omen.” The relatives *and 
noighboui's of a young widow’s husband are alwaylt 
ready to call her bad nances, and to addresaber in 
abufdve language at every opportunity. There Is 
Bcareely a day on which she is not cursed* as* the 
Qkuae of their beloved friend’s death. In short, the 
young widow’s life is rendered intolerable in everv 

wy*-- ■' ■ . 

4 widow oftonot re-i&arry exeept at the^’r^ of 



BOMB DISTIMOmgBBD IHSUS WOMBK. 


becoming an outcast; she may not leaTU the home 
of her husband’s people, she may not eht with 
th^m,. she must have her hair cut off and wear 
wretchedr clothes, and she may only be employed in 
the lowest and most enenial tas^; and when it is 
remembered that there were in India in 1881 no less 
than 069,100 widows under the age of nineteen, aE 
of them doomed by the 'cruel and senseless customs 
of their country to lifelong seclusion and misery, 
the extent of the evil becomes dppallimg. 

To meet it, many noble effofts are being made in 
various parts of India by the more enlightened of the 
natives themselves. The nobles of Bajputana have 
formed themselves into a league to put a. stop to 
child marriages, and in other places strenuous efforts 
are being made to induee men of good character and 
position to come forward and marry*child widows, 
and to encourage their re-marriage by every possible 
means. ^ • 

Only quite lately a movement was mude by the 
barbers in Bombay, wfio refused any Irager to shyve 
the heads of -widows, because, as they said, they 
believed it was contrary to the real teaching of their 
religiont, . ■' 

Other efforts are bping made to give them 
tion, so 4hac they may -have soma, oooupati^ td be- 
guile their weaiy hours ^ secKtsioju, pi: llmt 

Eiby xofty be able to earn IhPir own living, anid tllns 
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be indepen4eiit of th^ relations, from frhose 
nnkindness they saffer so much. At present^ how- 
ever, the result produced in this direction has be^ 
very small, and it is only, by looking back Snd 
seeing how much ha^ been aQoompli|hed for Indian 
women' on other lines during the last few years that 
we can have courage to persevere in the face, of the 
enormous difficulties still to be overcome. Of the 
scheme for helping youi^ high-caste widows, which 
has been started bv« the Pnndita Bamabai, we shall 
speak hereafter. 

The movement for the education of Indian women 
was initiated by the missionaries, and to the Bev.*H. 
Ward, a Baptist missionary, is due the honour of 
having first enlisted the sympathy of iSttglish- 
women in the degraded an^ neglected state of their’ 
Indian sisters.* It was* an appeal made by Mr. 
Ward in 1821 to the ladies of Liverpool which led to 
the* embarkation of Miss Cooke, afterward? Mrs. 
Wilson, the first lady teacher, and to the forn^tion 
of^the SooietSr for Promoting Native Female Eduqp- 
tion in the East. 

In 1882 eight little schools for gdi^ls were esta- 
blished in Galoutta, the forerunners of hundreds now 
seatb^iad over all parts of the country, wWereli- 
gioos jaild;. secular knowledge* is imparted to the 
1^.1^ In course of time other 

ibho^iw^ estabiish^ by private enterprise on a 
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non-proselytiziDg basis, oi which the Bethone School 
in Calcutttf was one of the earliest and the Victoria 
High School at Poona one of the most advanced and 
s\}coes8faL So rapid, indeed, has been the develop > 
ment of female education In India, that the Indian 
universities actually threw open their degrees to 
womeir before any English university did so. The 
University of Madras threw open its degrees to women 
in 1876, Calcutta followed In 1878, a^d it was not 
till 1879 that the University ‘of London accorded 
,them the same privilege. * 

But although schools for girls«re among the most 
successful taieans yet tried fbr elevating the characters 
of Indian women, it must be remembered that they 
touch but a very small proportion of the vast lyimber 
who require teaching. .Among respectable families 
no married woman is allowed by custom in most 
parts of India to attend School, and as girls are 
genertflly married at eight or nine yeSirs of ag£ tbenr 
schooldays are cot short just as they are be^^nning 
to profit by them. , 

It is fpr this reason that the employment of lady 
visitors to the zenanas forms such an importimt 
part .of* all schemes for women's edncatitm, hijod 
especially of missionqipry work; and to these a^uudla 
teachers diave been doe the first raye of 
hope brought into.many a dark hobse, 

186 $ Miss lfaiy Uaipenter, after a viiedt to 
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nodortakan chiefly for the purpose of finding out for 
herself what was the real condition of the women, 
and in what way they could best be helped, came to 
the conclusion that nothing was so much needed as*a 
supply of properly trained women teachers to visit 
the zenanas ; and it was chiefly as the result of her 
endeavours that the Government Normal Schools 
were established, and they* have undoubtedly d(h\e 
much to spread elementary knowledge and ci^lizing 
influences. • * 

It was also, we believe, through the visits of ladies , 
to the zenanas that English people became aware of 
the terrible suflerings to which women were exposed, 
and the immense number 0? lives that were sacrificed 


owing the impossibility of their obtaining proper^ 
medksal attendance. The rigid seclusion to which 
the higher eltftises of women are kept, precludes them 
from calling in the assistance of medical men, and it 
bectln^ evideni that only through medical women 
could their suffering condition be ameliorated. * 

Jlere again the missionary* societies took the lead, 
and prepared the way for other workers, botbuEnglish 
and American. Before long, however, it becalne 
evident that the work of a ^few individual yidies, or 
of one or two mianonary societies^ valuable as it was, 
eoid^lliied hiiqpe to cope sncoessfuU with thetremen* 

d^ head ihat existed * • • 

lb tdifl was established •* TbeNationa* Awiboiation 
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foz Buiq^lymg Female Moclieal Aid to Woittefl; of 
mtkj be said to owe ^ existdnoe ib 
the direct initiative of Her M^estj &e Qn^* 
£|]Bpreee>‘>i<^o personally commended the matt^ ^to 
the care of the Goontess of 2>afferih. w^n s]^, 
befote her departure for India, took leave of Her 
Hajesij. ' 

^ La^ Dnfifflrin, lyfter her arrival in India, lo^ no 
opp<»rlaiiity of studying the Section uf which action 
oonld most readily be taken for amelimrating the 
condition of native women, and the came to the con* 
closimi that the full requirements of tbi ease ooidd 
onl^ be met by a bold attem^ to arouse the conscience 
and the imagination of the piddic at large, mid so. to 
bipd together in one common effort all parts^of tiie 
empire and all classes ^f the community. TCNthis 
mid the National Association was st'arted, witii the 
object of the teaching and training in India of women 
as doctors, hospital assistants and nilrses; of estab- 
lidiing dispensaries and cottage hospitals for wcnnen 
and children; of instftuting female Wards in h(^8- 
pitals ; and, where possible, of fonn^ng hospitals for 
women, and for supplying lady doetois and hnrsesi to 
visit wcHwen in their own homes. 

It hag ndvf been worhmg for hvo 
obtimiedws .liirge measure of sitecesi!^ 
impmrtaai wm?k ^haiit haft a<d#nid) 
liai tiip interest'." 'and. 
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librae^ in #<9pinaum 

oblniiied anee and «ad 

aatibnalineognition of thodghtofiroiiiimito holp and 

6dre.-o>, 

!Fho ftpfii difficnltj in tbo way of all those wbo are 
Mkions to arai^ tiie condition of wonMn in is 
the rigid seelnsiiNi in whi^ they live. • ^ 

In ahci^ &tdia women seem, to h%vd ooetQd^n 
far more ho&mrable position in society than, tinit 
accorded ^em in modern tmes, and they enjoyed a 
very emudder^e degree of liberty. The prae^of. 
immuring them in* one particular portion (d the 
house, and of not allowihg them to see ady men’ex* 
nept U>eir nesa»st relatiims, serais to have been intro- 
duced |it the period of the Mahometan invasion, and 
waami doubt adopted partly as the means of shielding' 
them the dcmquerors, partly in imitation of the 
custom of timse conquerors themselves. At the 
presratiimfirlibweter, it is the universal custbm, at 
least aimmg &e- upper classes, in nearly all parts of 
k regarded as tllb absolute condition el 
reqpeotaidUty atnoug married women of all ages. 

, Oenturim^ jwMusion- and of oppression hav( 
ta^^ jllri^ . most parti the v^ desire 

i/<m^cd;;lndep^ They 

imm their earlieBt days that a 
-or the next, 
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husband or other male lUlatiyes. They have beeh 
In^onc^t up to ecxDfdder a life of seelusion as not only 
the safest but also the only respectable one, and to 
look upon 'a breach of any of their national eustOmi 
as a cHme. Bven when the %aen of the &inilyi 
havmg imbibed Something of European ideas on the 
BubjecVare willing to allow a measure of freedom to 
the women, these latter themeelves will not Unfre- 
quently refuse the proffered boon, the older ones 
among them over-riding the Inclinations of the 
younger, and denouncing in unmeasured terms the 
proposed innovation. * 

We all £now, even in England, how great is the 
force of old-fashioned prejudice and of received 
notions of propriety, and how difficult it is foa any- 
one, especially for women, to set themselves in oppo- 
sition to them. Of late years, indeed, the authority 
of Mrs. Grundy has been frequently and successfully 
defied, and womeih can now do and say many tbihgs 
mih tmpunity which fifty years ago would have 
bi!T>ught upon them social ostracism. Bearing these 
facts in mind, yje shall be better able to und^ifstand 
the* difi^ulties that lie in the way of Indian ladies, 
who wisH to lay aside the rratraints with which a 
thousand yraira of unbrokmi custom has bot^d^iliir 
sex, and to' aCc^t the .^ne^i<m and Itbe ebeiil ihee' 
dom ; and independenoe which ahiioiiif to 

Offek #gtSa,-ihd'We'B!udlM'bett«r-':alhii'''^^^^^ 
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the eoora^e and the^foroa of oharaoter possessed by 
those who have BOQceeded in carrying such a design 
into exe^tioo* In the pt^es that follow will be 
fodnd sonie partieolars regarding a few of thero 
pioneer w(Hnen, women who •are indeed worthy of 
ail true honour and respect, both from their own 
eoontiywomen and from us who have for %o l<mg 
enjoyed the advantages they are only just beginning 
to taster * * 


It will no • doubt* be noticed that most of these 
ladies arc Christian^, and as a consequence far less 
trammelled than if 'they still belonged to the Hindu 
religion ; but we should ‘remember that the Pundita 
Bamabai h6ui made her stand for freedom before she 
accepted Christiani^' and that Miss Sorabji had .to, 
contend, if not with domestic opposition, yet with 
the full current of popular objection to female 
education. 

?h^e is biTe other point to which we msh to 
direct the reader’s attention, and that is, all*these 
rqmarkalde women have owed very mmdi to thdii 
parents. ' In every case, in a greater or less d^ee 
the work of education and enlightenment has b*eei 


in lybe previous generation, and BamaWr Ton 
I and (ksmelht Sorabji haw all borne witness t 
r owe to their mothers. 

find in Ibis faet tource'of eo 
PQhil tw et i B il l' and saronnd of hone?* If the* msult c 




t4 sons 

initNr ^ caltstt^bi 
Wdifore in i^dia ttt^eara innallr 
0 oi&^ peddle to qaeitifi^ vsildo, lieii , 
dliq^i but mnember *that pditienoo its noi^$d| ' If 
th^ who sow bre nof rewarded seehig ^^^?i^t 
(rf their labours, they mast comfort themsd^ ^th 
^ retfeotion that froit there will be Booni^vmr jailer, 
and withoht* doubt a plmteous ht^est will be 
^thered in, in due time. 

The Indian ladies whose lives' are bti^y Sketched 
■in the following pages, have been selected as . being 
more or less typical instances of *the resnlts of dvili- 
zing and edacatiopal influences on different races Shd 
classes in society. They do not, however, by any 
.means exhaust the list of tho8l%ho86 influence may 
Be reckoned upon as a valuable factor in the cause of 
the enlightenment and regeneration of Indian society. 
It may, perhaps, be well to mention briefly a few 
more names, so as to make it evident bowwdbus 
and i^despread -sire the^influences which are at work ,* 
a^ the ultimate restdt of which, thou^ it may 
seem slow, cannot be really doubted by any thouight- 
ful’observer. : “i't' 

Almoi!& all English people who have viu^ j^^la 
during ^ last ten years are more Or ^ 
with ihl EuawSr Baid Han^^ Bih^^ thblt^ aS she 
apd Imr :haid>and 4ead a eery q^ei :)> 

few baliy"«Dijoy the ^'^lege bf her $1^ 
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la^ bo^ of C'l^citiaii'par^tSt iior father, ^e 
BeT. (Stoleli: Nath, being a pastor of the Amexieiw 
Frael^tarian IfiMfonary Society. She had, th«re<^ 
fore,;^e advafi^e of aOhristian bringing np, and 
sbei^aas for aome yeatirs at a large English boarding* 
school fw girls at the hill station of Mnsoorie. It is 
probably in part owing to this that the Eonwttr Bani 
is both in speech, in mihd, and in manner so 
thoronghly English ; partly, too, it is no doubt due 
to hmr birth, fer the \iative8 of the Punjab are both 
physically and morally of a stronger and more robust 
type them the inhabitants of more enervating dis* 
triots, and seem to have more in common* with men 
of An^Saxon race. 

lady married the Eimwar Bajah Harnam. 
a tnember of the ruling family of Eapur>- 
thahs^ a imulpi*prm lying between Lahore 

and ^xhl^a. !the name or title of “ Singh" means 
a linn^Mid deht^ Sikh origin, the Sikhs being a 
warlike« laee in the Punjab who, ^ut SOO years 
agp, u^^ tha lea(krahip of a*religions fanatic, Gurii 
Goyip^^ ^ tha yoke of the degenerate Maho* 
me^ rii^ and formed themselves into a nation 
courage, thek inartialltroweBB, 
and: fierce famatioism. Since their final con- 

quest % ti|« filngUehi fifty years a^, the Sikhs have 

anhi^ they were pre- 
te; fo^ !niev ace aliaost«&U vwy 


viohsi;!F'''«gj|ElHhhi 
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fibe-loo^g men, and are distingnished for their 
manly bearing and coortMoe demeanour. 

'* When the Bajah of Eapurthalla died some years 
ago without children, *1118 brother Hamam Singh 
was his nearest relative, and it •seemed as though it 
were possible that a Christian prince should be 
acknowledged as ruler of a native State. It tu^ed 
out, however,, that the B&jah had availed himself <d 
a family custom, and had *adopted an heir, and as 
this child was immediately acknowledged as Bajah 
by the Indian Government, the'Eunwar Bajah took 
his place as his subject, and as the manager of his 
landed est&tes in Oude. * 

It is on this property, not far from Lucknow, that 
£(amam Singh and his wife usually reside ^onng 
the cold weather, but in the summer they live at 
Simla, where they have a charming hohse built • and 
furnished in European style, where they live in 
thoroughly English fashion. They have paid ^^^ral 
visits to England) the last oneduringthe Jubileoyeat*. 
when they left their two eldest boys in London under 
the car% of Mr. and Mrs. Gray, of the Church Mis* 
sidnary Society, intending that they shall go later f|0 
Eton, l^hey did this \nth the full convictic^ 
a good ^Bn^sh education would be the greatest id* 
vantage tiiey eould give their sons, and the 
Bani ^ke with tpars in her eyes of She parMog ^t^ 
her .ebi%an| fud of hw anxiety about th^ lii^^ 
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making one realise that a another’s self-sacrificing 
love is the same all the wdrld over. 

The Eunwar Bani is a remarkably well read 
woman, and quite as able to bold her own in inteb 
lectual society as the*majority* of English women, 
while the respect and esteem in which she is held by 
' all who know her, testify to her high moral qu&lities 
and her charm of mind and idanner. Almost all her 
relations are Christians, *her brother being a mis- 
sionary of the «Ameri6an Presbyterian Society, and 
one of her sisters is married to a Bengali missionary, 
Mr. Chater}!. 

In Calcutta there are several native ladies who, 
having been well educated themselves, are now 
devoting their time and their abilities to helping 
their fellow countrywomen. • 

Mrs. Wheeled is* the widow of an English clergyman 
and the daughter of the Bev. Dr. Bannerji, formerly 
a weH-l^own and esteemed missionary ; she holds 
an appointment under Government as an Inspectross 
of g^ls’ schools, and her work as such is very 
valuable. 

Mrs. Ghandramukhi Bose, having taken the M.A'. 
d^ee in 1884 at the Calcutta University, is n^w the 
Lady Principal of the Bethune Girls’ College* where 
she .herself received her education. This school, 
folded about forty years ago by Mr. Drinkwater 
Bethpie. for the education of high-caste B^gali 
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girls, has done very nnich for the cause of female 
progress, and its pupils have of late distingmahed 
themselves in many ways. 

• litts. Kadamhini Gangnli has taken both the 6;A.. 
and M.B. degrees in*Calcatta,* and is now in full and 
very snccessful medical practice in that city. 

Thb sad story of Bakhmabai is well known, and 
has excited, general sjhapathy and interest in Eng- 
land. She was married when she was eleven years 
old to a man nine years oMer than herself, but 
remained in her father’s bousl till she was sixteen, 
being well and carefully educated by him. On his 
death h^r husband claimed her, but as be was idle, 
ignorant, and. vicious, she refused to live with him, 
.on the groimd that the marriage having been ax~ 

• ranged before she wasof an age to have a voice in 
the matter, it could not be considered* as legally bind- 
ing upon her. The man then brought a suit against 
Bak\imabai, which was tried in the High poTurt in 
Bombay, and decided in her favour. This decision 
caused great anger *and disipay throughout Ipdia, 
among the party opposed to all reform of the marrit^e 
law. They collected a sum of money, and, deter- 
mmed'.to make it a test case, they lodged an appeal, 
on thcy^ound that, the matter waa one which ought 
to be settled purely on the gronnde of Hindu law and 
custom, with whio& the Government was bocmd not 
to inferfere. • dlter a lapse'of twQ years tttevei^ was 
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re-tried, and a decision obtaided ordering Bakhmabai 
to live trith her hnsband within a month, or go to 
prison for six months. Still she refused, and deter<- 
mined to appeal to the Vnyf Council in England. 
The opposing party Bad, howSver, g6t weary of 
litigation, and through the mediation of some friends 
a* compromise was effected, and the man signra an 
agreement that Jie would not ‘force her to live with 
him against her will. Soon after she came to 
England, wfaerer she s*tiir remains, hoping, after a 
time, to return to her native country and endeavour 
to help other women. * ^ 

The "work of emancipating and educating the 
women of India, of breaking down the barriers of 
prejudice and social custom by which they are sur- 
rounded is, indeed, a vast one*; and time, patience, 
and perseverance are needful for its accomplishment. 
Thore are, and must be, many failures and mjiny 
disapplbnitments, but on the other hand there are 
many encouragements and ma^ proofs that th6se 
for whose benefit thede efforts are being made are not 
un^ateful. 

Wero it possible to entertain a doubt on this sub- 
[jeot, it would be dispelled by such a sight as that^whioh 
iwas ^^tnksed in Otdoutta in Deoember 1888, when 
early eight hundred native^ ladies came together at 
overnmeht House, to present to Lady Pufferin an 
dress sigi;^ hv oteffbur thousand?' woraea:^ in 
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Bengal, expressing theif deep regre'l; at her departure 
from India, where she had proved herself such a 
true friend to them, and their grateful appreciation 
*of all she had done fdl: them. 

Such a si^t had* never been seen before, and it 
was one never to be forgotten. The great throne- 
room in Government House was filled from one end 
to the oth« with women ^ of all age^ most of whom 
had never in their lives been inside a European 
house, while many of them had* hardly seen a 
European face. To all it was something strangely 
new and exciting to find ^hem^elves in a crowd. 

• Old and young were there, dark and fair ; a few 
wearing a modified European dress, but the immense 
majority attired in native costume. Some in sUks 
and satins, and cloth bf gold, and ,rich embroideries, 
others in brightly coloured cottons, and a few in the 
plain white dress and saree that betoken widowhood. 
Some coquettishly drawing their veils over* faces of 
rale beauty, others '^ho might with advantage have 
made use of veils to hide the ravages of time. Some 
startlhig one by the almost classic simplicity of 
their ^drapery, and by the graceful poise of their 
sifiall* heads, others proclaiming their oriental cha- 
racter by the superabundance of barbaric jewellery 
which glittered on their.fingers, arms, necks, not^es, 
ear8,^foret:'^,*and heavily-laden ankles^ 

Qnly a small number of them, could speak Eng 
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yet all showed tbemselTes ready and willing to con- 
verse by signs and smiles where words were wanting.. 
They were all overflowing with cariosity with regard 
to their novel surroundings, as,well as animated with, 
real latitude to the English lady who, daring her 
short residence of four years among them, had 
initiated and carried out a scheme fraught with so 
much benefit to them and to their children. 

Such a gathering, as this must do a great deal 
towards the breaking (down of the wall of seclusion 
and exclusiveness with which Indian women are 
surrounded, and.the^je can be but little doubt that 
more frequent opportunities of social intercourse 
with cultivated Englishwomen would prove most 
helpful to them. But, apart from all question of 
prejudice or custom, the ^fference of language . 
proves an insuriflountable’ difficulty in the way of 
such intercourse. 

Only a very few Indian ladies can speak English, 
and very few English ladies, except those aotu|illy 
engaged in mission work, can s|)cak any of the native* 
languages. For it must be remembered that al- 
though those who have been some time in the country 
master sufficient Hindustani to be able to maii^age 
their households, yet this patois is very different from 
the Hindustani spoken by educated gentlemen ; and 
this, agauiKis quite distinbt from Bengali, Panjabi, 
Marathi, and other Igngpiages, a knowledge o^nne or 
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other of which, varying with the district, is ahso- 
luteiy^iecessary for those who wish to converse with 
high-caste women in their own homes. This is so 
enuch a recognize^ fast that all who take up medical 
or mission work, are expected and obliged to learn 
one or more native language, according to the part 
of the country that is to be the scene of their 
labours. , 

An Englishwoman goidg to reside in France or 
Germany, and being anxious to cultivate friendly 
relations with the inhabitants of the country, would, 
as a matter of course, be prepared to speak the 
languagd, otherwise the ^projected intercourse must 
be of a very restricted nature. There are many 
^Englishwomen in India who would gladly make 
• friends with Indian .ladies, but when they go to 
visit them they find theipselves ultdirly at a loss as 
to what to say. Even if they are able to exchange 
with them the few preliminary civif sentence Which 
may be learnt by heart, they are soon obliged to fall 
*back on smiles and "signs for the remainder of, the 
interview. 

* This is surely a wrong state of things, and one 
which *,p!Ught easily be remedied. It is considered 
necessary that a well-educated girl should be able to 
speak French, German, and Italian, even though the 
probability of |ier ever rWding in thppis countries 
for nfore 'tihan a few weeks is a verv remote 
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Yet it never seems to strike {)arents whose daughters 
are foted to spend the best years of their life in 
India, that it would be to their advantage to know 
something ot Jhe languages ci the country. ThQ 
time and trouble necess^y to master thoroughly any 
one common Indian dialect would be richly repsdd 
by the possibilities ' of friendly social intercourse it 
would open oilt, and even these who may be inclined 
to doubt this 'assertion ifiay, perhaps, be influenced 
by the considei;ation of the larger sphere of useful- 
ness which would assuredly be theirs, if they were 
thus able to converse in the vernacular. 

. In the following pagds will be found*. /. short 
account of two Marathi ladies, 'two Bengali ladies, 
and one Farsi. It is to be regretted that no Maho- 
metan lady can be included jn the list. There are„ ' 
inJeed, in somd parts of India, notably at Hyder- 
abad, some Mahometan ladies who are desirous of 
sharing in the* educational advantages now being 
offered to them, but the Mahometan community as 
a ^hole have been backward fn availing themselves 
of educational advantages, and are even more con- 
servative than the Hindus in their views respecting 
women. * • 

A Mahometan gentfcan heading a high official 
position in Oaleutta, was lately a^ed wlmthw wiy 
of the ladms of Ms famil/ had leariied English. He 
replied that they had apt, and added that 4 was not 
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thought a good thing hy bis do-religionists to en- 
courage them to learn English, though they were 
well instructed in Arabic and ooiild read the Koran. 

. it is to be hoped, however, that as more liberal 
views respecting women gain ground generally in 
India, their influence may spread to the Mahometan 
section of the community. 

It would Ije impossible to close this brief survey of 
the woman question in Ihdia without alluding to 
the very great sympathy and dielp shown to Indian 
women in America, and by American ladies in India. 
American missionaries and lady doctors are working 
ha/d in dndia itself, ancF the United States have 
become a second home to more than one brave 

Indian woman. 

• 

. It was in America that Anandibai Joshee received 
her medical education, as’ well as generous wel- 

come and sympathy which enabled her to go through 
it. It was in America that the Ftindita Bamabai 
foui)4 the help she so sorely needed to start her 
Jfiome for young widoVs, and it is to two American 
writers, that the public in general is indebted for all 
they know about these two ladies. Bamabai’s work 
on Th^Hiyh-caste Sindu Widow was written and 
publish^ in America, and prefaced wilh an eameBt 
and touching e^peal by Dr. Bachel Bodley, who lold 
the Pundita’s stqry in a way to touch all hearts. 

Mrs.* jloshee's life has been written by Mrs. I a.l 
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and is published by Trdbjier. It should be* read 
by all who caere to know as much as possible of the 
story of this brave woman. 

Still more recently, the United Kingdom Branch of 
tiie National Association for S^ippiyi^g Medical Aid 
to the Women of India, which has hardly as yet re- 
ceived the Buppori^it is entitled to expect in England, 
has received a generous gift of £100 from a gentle- 
man in New York ; onlyone among many proofs of 
the genuine interest taken by Americans in the cause 
of Indian female welfare. 

Surely these thii^s should stir up the hearts of 
English men and women* to emulate the generosity 
shown on the other side of the Atlantic, towards 
those who have so much greater claims on us, and 
are bound to us by so many ties of duty and of* 
common intenest. 
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II. 

THfi PUNDITA ;RAMABAI SARAS- 
VATI. 


In spite of all the attacks that bjive been made upon 
it from time to time, by Doddhigm, by Mahometan* 
ism, and by Christianity, in spite of the under- 
mining influences of education and of civilization, 
‘Rinduism still reigns supreme over the minds of 
millions of the people of India. * • 

The old superstitions still bear sway, and the old 
ceremonies and institutions are maintained injnmch 
the q^e form as that in which they were practised 
% thousand years ago.* Not the least remarkable jof 
these are the annual 'pilgrimages to the banks of the 
saered rivers, such as the Ganges, the Nerbudda, and 
the Oodavery, or to some particular teu^le or shrine 
of more than ordinary sanctity. W these holy 
places flock hundi^eds of thousmids of pilgrims from 
all {Murts of the country. The rajahs and rich men 
arrive in their carriages or on.gQrgeously oapari^ed 
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horses, sarrotmded with % brilliant following*; the 
poorer pilgrims -pome in ‘‘ekkas,” little two- wheeled 
earriagps, and bollock -carts, while others, who cannot 
afford a Qonypgiiace, tramp wearily along in the da%t. 
Men, wmhbn, anil children of .all ages take part in 
these pilgrimages and meet with a common purpose, 
for all alike, rich, and poor, young and old, healthy 
an^ d^ased, coins to bathe in the purjfying waters, 
or to offer their prayefs on a spot whence they 
believe they gain immediate access to the gods. 

Many of the pilgrims travel hundreds of miles to 
the appointed 8pot,«and meet there others who have 
done the same; and tile occasion is often taken 
advantage of by a Hindu father, to arrange that 
which is ever uppermost in his thoughts, namely, 
the marriage of his daughters. Although it is* 
nowhere so stated in th*e Hindu Scriptures, it is a 
popular belief that a woman cannot obtain salvation 
unless she has*been married. It is considered a sin 
and a shame for a father to have marriageable 
dg,ughtorB on his hands, and it is therefore hardly 
to be Wondered at that patents are not very difficult 
to please in the* matter of Buitors, and jump eagerly 
at any opportunity of disposing of their dai^hters. 

Once upon a time, that is, aljout fifty years ago, a 
Hindu father set out upon one of these pilgrimages, 
taking with him his wife *and his tv^o little girls, aged 
reepectividy anven and nine. In the course *of their 
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journey they halted for tw day or two, to rest, in a 
town on the banks of the Ghnlayery. In the early, 
morning the father went down to bathe iu the sacred 
r:(yer, and while he was. there he p^Neived another 
pilgrim who came down to perforii the same duty. 
After the conclusion of their ablutions, and of the 
devotions which followed, the two men entered into 
conversation. . • ^ * 

The father inquired of •the strangOT, who was 
a striking-looking man, who he-was and whence he 
came. Having learned that be*was a Brahman, of 
a very high class, and that he .was a widower, he 
without any further preliiAinaries offered him his 
daughter in marriage. The offer was accepted, and 
the very next day the marriage ceremonies were 
’performed, and the little girl of nine years old was 
handed over to her husbanff, and d^arted with him 
to his distant home, never seeing her parents again. 
Happily for the child bride, she had fdllen into good 
handq, Her husband was a Brahman pundit, 
Ananta Shastri by naifle, a man of good family, pf 
hi^ character and of great learning, and what was 
more remarkable, he was a man who believed, in 
women, ^d held the opinion that they ought to be 
allowed to share witl^ men in some at least of the 
advantages of education, and to cultivate their intel- 
lects and their talpnts. Su^ a doctrine was totally 
opposed* ^ the received tenets of the Hindus, and 
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when Ananta Shastri tried io pat it into practice by 
attotnpting to edttoate his first mle, his other female 
rolariozis inierffred imd sdcceed^ in thwarting 
him. 

He*WM> hotre^,* determined to try the experi- 
ment again with his second wife, and as soon as he 
reached his home, which was in the Mahgalore 
district in Western' India, lie set to work to teach 
Lakshmibai Sanskrit, tkgain his mother and the 
other members of his family raised their voices in 
protest against this breach of time-honoured custom, 
but the pundit wa9 resolved not to be bafSed this 
time. * _ * . 

He broke up his home, and taking his child wife 
with him', he journeyed away far into the jungle.. 
There, in the middle of the -forests which clothe the 
slopes of th^ Western Ghauts, near the fountain 
head of a sacred river, he took up his abode. A rude 
dwdllipg of branches and mats was soon constructed, 
and here in the forest solitudes, with the roar ef the 
tiger and the howling of tlie hysena breaking* tHb 
silence of night, Ananta Shastri made his home, and 
devoted himself to the education of his wife. Day 
by day he taught her to read Sanskrit, the^nguage 
in which the sacred books of the Hindus are written, 
and then as her intelligence developed he opened out 
to her the stores of Hindu poetry and philosophy ; 
but not of religion. The sentences from^tbe* Code of 
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Hanu are oo&sidered too %aer(^‘ % wop^ to 
and even Asiattia E^iaetri, lijbei^ Vieip^^ 

could not go 80 &£.as to allour hb to UeruM tHo 
etfcred texts. 

Aa the yeart went* on JUaXSiuPiM^ l&O’ 

mother of a son and two daughters, fhtd i^ed with 
her hnshand the task of educating tiiem. Althon^i 
as we have *8660, Ananta Shastri h^ld far more 
advanced views than the majority of his countrymen 
with regard to women, he was stUl* an orthodox 
Hindu, and well content to comply with the social 
customs of his race. Accordingly, when his elder 
daughter, fhpugh still a mere child, was sought in 
marriage for a boy very little her senior, he con- 
sented, on condition that the boy bridegroom should 
be kept with him to be educated. To this the parents 
agreed, but no sooner were the marriage ceremonies 
concluded than the^ forgot their promise and took 
the boy back with them to their own home, where* he 
grew *up not only in ignorance hut in vice and 
BFut&lity as well. When the girl had developed into 
a beautiful and intelligent woman, the man returned 
to her as bis wife.' She refused to go with him 
and maiiKained her opposition till the case had been 
taken into court, and* a verdict obtained, which« in 
accmrdance with the law of ,the country, eondenmed 
har to live with hea husband. Sad, indeed, n^t have 
been b(u*^, tied life to a* iinan totally unwpt^y 
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oi whom dte^uld neither love nor esteem; but 
from this W 04 Sft7e4 by an early death. 

Inthe rnmm^iiiil^ dat^hter, Bamabai, 

b<^ and her education 

devoiyei her mother. How well that 

mother performed her ta^ may be guessed whmi we 
fiad^er daughter^now learned in the lore botU of the 
East and West, looking ba6k to the lessons of her 
childhood, and recalling* in reverent affection the 
mother “ whose sweet influence and able instruction, 
have been the light ahd guide of my life.” 

But now a time nf sorrow came for this happjp 
little family ; their hosprlality to the stiiflents and 
pilgrims who had visited them in their jungle home 
bad exhausted their small means and involved them 
in heavy debt, to pay which 4hey were obliged to sell 
their land and to Wander ’forth, homeless, on a never- 
ceasing pilgrimage. 

Ebr /(even Im&g years they wandered from one holjj) 
place to auotheri the learned Brahman holding ^orth 
tojbhe pilgrims who gathered round him, and obtain* 
ing from their offerings a scanty subsistence for him- 
self and his family. ..Then he became totally bliffd, 
and at last he died, his devoted wife foUo^ng* him 
within § very few weeks. . 

Bama|Mi>i was sixteen at the time of her parents 
death, under their *able instruotidn she bai 
already ^velc^ped into* whet was considered to be 
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for a woman, “ a prodigy of erudition.” She was 
thoroughly conversant with Sanskrit, and learned in 
all the sacred books of the Hindus. Besides this, 
she knew Marathi, which wa^ilie language of her 
father’s people, as well as Eanarese, Hindustani, and 
Bengali, acquired eolloquitdly during their travels. 
For her sake her parents had defied the tyranny of 
custom, and. had allowed her to remain unmarried. 
Left alone in the world with her brotlier, these two 
continued to travel. They m&de their way as pil- 
grims, often in want of the cdmmon necessaries of 
life, from one end of India to •the other, and wher- 
ever thej*went they advocated the cause of female 
education, maintaining that all women should, before 
their marriage, be taught Sanskrit, and be able to 
read and write in their own lan^age, whatever it 
might be. At last they caine to Calcutta, where the 
yotmg lady lecturer attracted a great deal of interest 
and attention, and the fame of her'learniug.sift'ead 
rapidly through the city. The pundits or learned 
Inen of Calcutta coulh scarcely believe the reports 
that reached them, and they summoned Bamabai to 
appear before them. She did so, and underwent a 
long>an4 searching examination, passing with high 
honomrs, and receiving in recognition of her merit 
the distinguished title of Sarasvati. 

But just whegi she seemed to have reached th 
pinnaotaof earthly happiness and success, a crushir 
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rarrow came to her* in th§ death of her beeped 
brother, her only n^ relative. , As he lay dying his 
thoaghts were all Ipr her, and he was grieved and 
troubled to think :^bw unprotected she would be. 
when he was gone. "Jdost English bothers would 
have felt the same under .similar circumstances ; but 
for a Hindu it must indeed have seemed terrible to 

think of leaving a young unmarried sister alone, and 

* 

almost friendless, in the country where women are 
entirely dependent upon their male relations. Hap- 
pily, however, Bamabakwas not left long unprotected; 
six months after her l^other’s death she married an 
educated Bengali gentleman named Bipin Bihari 
Medhavi. Like herself, he had thrown aside the old 
Hindu beliefs, without having embraced the purer 
truths of Christianity. This is the case with a very 
large proportion of the educated natives of India, 
especially among the Hindus. As they learn more 
and more, they ^et to see the folly, the absurdity, 
and the falseness of their old religion, and they 
becpjne ashamed of the senseless, degrading teach- 
ing of the Brahmans. But as their education is 
purely secular there is nothing in it to lead them to> 
adopt Christianity, and they drift either mto. a 
cloudy, undefined Theism, or into avowed an^^abso- 
lute unbelief. The former is, perhaps, the most 
' ommon, and it seems to h^e been the state of mind 
Bamabai and her hqsband. They believed in 

8 
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God as the Creator and Baler of the Unirerse, and 
they even believed that He cared for them, and eoald 
help and guide them. When grief came, they bowed 
.in humble resignation to His Almij^ty will, and they 
thanked Him reverently for all their happiness, for 
both joy and sorrow canie to them in their married 
life. * First a little daughter was .bom to them, and 
instead of. repining and weeping, ^s an orthodox 
Hindu mother would do,* that the child was a’ girl 
and not a boy, Bamabai rejoiced and called her baby 
“ Manorama,” meaning “ Hearts-joy.” Only a few 
months later came the sorrocr, when the husband 
wps taken ill. with choldira and died within a few 
hours. 

. Once more was Bamabai left unprotected to face 
the world, and this time in the condition of all others 
which is a sad one for a Hindu woman, that of a son- 
less widow. To add to her desolation and loneliness, 
she had committed the unpardonable crime of marry- 
ing out of her own caste, and thereby incurred the 
•wrath and contempt 1)f all her relations and friends. 
Her lyisband had been of an- inferior caste to her- 
*lself, but it was the fact they were not of the same 
caste^hich constituted their marriage a crime, and 
caased.Jhem to be, shunned by all their belongings. 
The hardness and coldness of their' relations bad 
been hard eqpugh to Sear when they had thoir 

mutiihl love and help to sastain them, but n >w 

• • ¥ 
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that Bamabai was a lone widow, it added a fresh drop 
of bitterness to hfflr ottpof sorrow. To this time, of 
heavy trial she thus refers in a letter to an American 
friend i—r 

“ My husband being* of low oaste, my marriage 
was altogether against the country’s customs, and 
we were despised and shunned by all our most ’inti- 
mate friends aiyl relations. So much wae this the 
case that my husband’s brother would not write to 
him, for fear of Josing* caste. Under such circum- 
stances we had no intercourse with many, and were 
too proud to ask any fawours. I therefore resolved to 
do what I could to take car^ of myself and my baby, 
independent of all friends and relatives. I made 
this promise to my dear husband before he left . 
me.” 

Only one wonmn was brave enough to hold out a 
helping hand to the londy outcast, or to send her a 
message of sympathy. This was a kinswoman of 
her own, Anandiba>i Joehee, then living with her 
husband at Serampore, not far from Calcutta. She 
invited JEtamabai, whom she had never yet met, .to go 
and stay with her ; but the generous offer was proudly, ’ 
though gratefully, declined. Bamabai’s brav^eart 
did not fail her, and she once pore resumed her 
former rdle of lecturer, urging more than ever the 
eo.ancipation of the women of her p.oe from the 
d ';raded condition into which they had falleB,*^and 

*8 * _ . 
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which she demonskated, by quotations from the Hindu 
Scriptures, to be contrary to the real teaching of their 
reli^on. tieaving Calcutta, she lectured in different 
parts. of the country, but it tras in the Bombay 
Freudency*and among’* the* people of her own race 
that she found the readiest response to her efforts ; 
aniT here she toiled hard, going from city to city, and 
stirring qp the hearts* of the people^by her eloquence 
and her earnestness. *In Poonah she founded a 
society called the Arya Mahtla SoQiaj, having for its 
object the promotion of women’s education and the 
discouragement of child markage. In 1881 she gave 
jnost valuable evidence Before the Education Commis- 
sion, presided over by Dr., now Sir, W. Hunter, lay- 
ing particular* stress on the evils resulting from early 
marriages, and of thp need that existed for supplying 
medical aid to women. * • 

But while thus working hard for others, Bamabai 
was begiiming to feel the need of further hblp and 
guidance for herself. Like others of her race, her 
longing eyes tm-ne^ to England, believing that* there 
ulone she could find the instruction and the assistance 
she wanted. Yet it was some time before she could 
giatljer up sufficient courage to leave' her native land 
and all her friends, and cross the sea, the “ black 
water ” of which the Hindus have a religious horror. 
At last, in the summer bf 1883, accompanied by her 
chil^ and by one friend, she took this . great stepi 
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which was to prove, more' ways than one, the 
turning-point inhc^l^’s history. ’ 

In the Home bjf itjiB Sisters of St. Mary at Wan- 
tage, the Hih4Ti:%i3dw ^fomid a warm and loving 
welcome, as well'^ simple, earnest instruction in the 
Christian faith. For some time, before leaving India 
Eamabai had been contemplating the possibility of 
embracing Cjfctfislianity. As^we have already stated, 
she had long abandoned orthodox Hinduism, and 
found refuge in a Vague form of Theism, which, how- 
ever, failed to satisfy either her heart or her intellect. 
While living in Calcutta received from Baboo 
Keshub Chunder Ben, the leader of the sect *of the 
Brahmo-Somaj, a copy of one of his^books, which 
consisted of moral precepts drawn from the sacred 
books of many religions. The larger number of these 
extracts were from the New Testament^ and their 
lofty mpral tone attracted ^mabai-s attention. She 
then studied t^e Bible for herself, first in Sanskrit 
and then in Englisfiv ahd by degrees she beca|be cofi- 
vinceJ 0 ^ th^ te^^^o^^^^ospel, and^ after torn 

baptiz^ at Vantage, W Soptember 1888, together 
with her little pi. ' 

She tbw jset ^ diligently* to perfect herself 

ill EngKsIb,^^^ jw^h.lili^iently proficient in. it 'she 
wt ut to the at Cheltenham, wjiore 

si adt# 'as o! Sanskrit, at , the 'same 
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time Btndjmg mathematics, English literature, and 
natural science. Here she had educational advan- 
tages of the highest order, by which she did not fail 
to profit to the fullest extent, as well as by the daily 
intercourse with nolble and highly-cultivated Ohristian 
women, whose sympathy and wise help she found 
invaluable. She remained at 'Cheltenham College 
from 1884 to 1886, and jt was then* her intention to 
return to India at once, and if she could obtain an 
educational appointment under Gbvernment, which 
it seemed almost certain she would do, to devote 
herself to imparting to, her 'countrywomen some of 
the knowledge she had gained in England. 

Before, ho^yever, she could complete her college 
course, a different direction was given to her plans bv 
an invitation which She received from America to go 
there in order to be present on the occasion of her 
cousin, Mrs. Anandibai Josh^, taking her degree in 
medicine at Philadelphia. It was this same cousin 
yfho hi^ given her |ucih a friendly invitation to go to 
ker at Serampore nearly five years before, and 
''^Hazuab^^’^l,a'' 

by showing her interest in i^er success. She also 
lfad*fer some time had a great desire te visit America, 
but, on the other hand, she felt grekt reluctance in 
relinquishing her studies, sad giv&g up her plans 
for f, spbed^ return to India. 

It 'seemed to her, IboWever, that the inv’taticn to 
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America was G«d, and she believe^that 


in thus tahing^ a lion^ voyage in order to show her 
sympathy with ihefc cousin, she would he, in truth, 


acting for the welfare of her ceuntrywomen at large. 

She might, jperhaps,* have echoed the words of the 
poet Wordsworth— , 


Stej^ing westward seems to be 
A. sort of heavenly destiny. 


At any ratd, she felt it he/ duty to go ; though, when 
leaving England, she Tally intended to return after a 
few months and to re^me her studies. 

Once in the New •World, however, the attraction 
which it seems to have *so strongly for the oldjest 
races of the world, began to work upon her. Ameri- 
can manners and socie^, American institutions, and 
still more American schools, interested her greatly. 
New ways of helping her countrywomen presented 
themselves to her mujd, and the Kindergarten system, 
in which the training of the hand was combined with 
that of the head, struck her as peculiarly suited to 
the wants of Indhni women. 

A papw, who after the 

manner of ‘ &e ' c^un^ interviewed ” Pundita 
Bamabai, inguired of her the reason why she jevpted 
80 much time to th^ study qf the Kindergarten 
system in Philadelphia. Her reply was as follows: 

' L wish ail the edOoalorsVould unj^erstand Froebel 
i' I do. 1 see in his system the true meapB of re- 
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forming the old ideas of sreligious and secular educ..- 
tion. In the first place, Froebel’s. system enables i 
child to think ; all his senses are trained by it, ar.d 
this is just what education means to do. In the 
second place, tin intelligent thinker will not accept or 
submit to any belief without taking time to think 
whethfir it is profitable, or whether it is true. Truth 
is the spirit of rroebel’s' teaching, andel thir^ if the 
Kindergarten system were introduced into India, in 
secular and religious schools, it woirid give to the 
people not only an advanced mode of thinking, but 
would also dispel the illusion (?f many superstitious 
beliefs, flfe wrong ideas that now keep women and 
children in subjection.' My idea is to reach the 
minds of the mothers. Yqu know that nothing will 
attract the mother’s attention so strongly as the wel- 
fare of her children, and if there are some women hi 
our country, as I know they are to he found every- 
where, who are opposed to their own progress and 
education, the Kinderj^arten system, when presented 
*to them in its true light, will cQnyh^ ^J hmn that die 
welfare of their-children depeiiM them- 

selves, and if they are not as intelligent and judicious 
in training as they are in loving, they will do more 
harm than good.” <> 

With the enthusiasm eipd thoroughness charac- 
teristic of her nature, Bamabai was not content with 
studyipg the. Kindergarten system from the outsi le ; 
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in September 1886 she enrolled herself as a pupil in 
a training school for Kindergarten teachers, and lost 
no time in finding ont how the various toys, or 
“ gifts ” as they are called, cdhld best be adapted to 
Indian ideas. She was much ’struck ’by the supe- 
riority of the books provided in America, both for the 
instruction and the amusement of childreli. In 
England she diad paid verj little attention to the 
subject, but in Philadelphia she found that even the 
school-books wbrg printed on excellent paper, in beau- 
tiful type, and adorned with illustrations, each of 
which was in its om^ way a triumph of art. When 
she saw these fascinating little books, and’eompared 
them mentally with the books supplied to Indian 
school- children, which are almost all, and more espe- , 
cially those in the vernaculal:, badly printed on thin 
discoloured paper, and destitute of any embellish- 
ment, she could not help feeling that even in a small 
matter like this her own people were at a great 
disadvantage. But this did^ not discourage • her. 
She simply set to work to prepare a series of prifiierS* 
and lesBon-bo^s in Marathi, and to collect.illu8tra- 
tions for them, so that they might be put into print 
as soon as she landed in Bombay, for they«cffuld not 
he printed in America, owing to the absence of 
Marathi type. , 

the end of the year 1887 Bamabai’s plana and 
id' ' S had taken a definite shape. She, hadr^me to 
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the coholuBion that she eould best help her countr , - 
women, not by taking up the higher education iu 
high schools and colleges, but by founding native 
schools, where the podrest, the most helpless, and 
the most opptessed luembers of society, the young 
widows, could find a home and learn how to gain a 
respecfable livelihood independent* of their families. 
Herself a high>caste widow, she detenmined to de- 
vote her life, her boundless energy, and her rare 
intellectual gifts to the task of edpdiating and en- 
lightening other high-caste J^indu widows. And 
this she determined to do ^aparf from ail questions 
of Beligioh? 

Although a true Christian herself, she felt con- 
, vinced that no good, but rather harm, would 
ensue from making the acceptance of Christianity 
by the young widows a condition o^ their admis- 
sion to the Home she had deteripined to esta- 
blish. Prom her own personal experience, she felt 
sure 'that many suffering and down-trodden Hindu 
Viddws, the very ones perhaps who most needed her 
help, would not come to such a home if they were 
obliged to give up their own religious customs or 
were'compelled to study the Bible. 

Missionary homes und schools already existed for 
those who would use them; but Bamabai’s aim was 
to provide a refuge for those who would not, for 
such ofthodojp women as, urfable to bear the ( ' aol 
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hardships of a widow’s lot, would cotamit suicide by 
drowning themselves in the sacred rivers, rather than 
lose their caste by patting themselves under the 
care of people who would teach them a strange re- 
ligion and try to convert them. • 

The Fundita’s idea was to open homes, where 
young widows of good family could take refflge with- 
out losing their caste or being disturbed in their 
religious belief, and wfiere they might have entire 
freedom of action with regard to caste rules, such as 
cooking their food* &c. In these homes she pro- 
posed to train theti, according to their several tastes 
and capacity, in such branches of woti^as might 
enable them in time to earn a respectable livelihood. 

Her proposal met with considerable opposition^ 
many good people thinking’she was making a mistake 
in attempting to work such an institution on non- 
missionary lipes ; but she had fully considered the 
question, and had made up her mind on the subject. 

“ I admire greatly missionary work,” she wrote to 
ihe editor of the New York Evangelist, “bul; that 
does not make me shut my eyes to the itwiny wants 
of my sisters that cannot always be met by feiis- 
sionaries. . . . Although we cannot anforee the 
study of religion in qur school-home for widows, we 
shall encourage them^ if they choose, to be ac- 
i isinted with the teaching of* Christ. Christian 

Ujrature will be placed in our school library ; be- < 
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sides, pupil will have«a copy of the Bible given 
her, with a request to read it for he^elf. And ther: 
we must leave the work of their eouversiou to the 
Holy Spirit." 

The next step was to collect the necescary fands 
to start such a home.. With this object a society, 
called the " Bamabai Association," *was started in 
Boston in December 1887, *and continueekto work up 
to the present time, all its e^orts being devoted to 
further the cause of Hindu child* widows. In order 
to make the work better known, S.nd to enlist public 
sympathy by letting people reaMy understand the 
condition “tlMndian women, Bamabai wrote The High- 
Caste Hindu Woman, a book which could hardly fail 
to produce a deep impression, or to awaken a wide- 
sp^ad interest in her work. Here for the first time 
was recorded, in earnest but temperate language, the 
complete story of a Hindu woman’s 1^/e— her posi- 
tion as defined by religion and by custom, her joys, 
her sorrows, and her needs. From her very birth a 
wemaft, we are told, is* exposed to unkindness, to’ 
contempt, . and to cruelty. So unwelcome is a 
daughter in most families, that it is not surprising 
that mean^of removing them are gladly seized, and 
that the practice of female mfanticide, although 
sternly prohibited by law, yet flourishes in secret in 
some parts of the country. To quote ^e words of 
I the Pun^ta herself, " The census of 1870 revealed 
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the curious fact that thi;ee. hundred childilSii were 
stolen in one year by wolves from the city ofUm- 
ritzur, aU the children being girU, and this under the 
very nose of the English Government.” 

“Childhood is the heydaj* of a Hindu woman’s 
life,” but as almost all girls nxe married before they 
are twelve, these happy days of freedom are few in 
number, ^ith her marriage begins 9, life of hard- 
ships, and oppression at'the hands of her mother-in- 
law and othet female relations of her husband. If 
she has sons there is some hope of happiness for 
her; but if not, her. life’ is made miserable by the 
angry reproaches of her husband, and tbo^^owjedge 
that he can, if he chooses, discard her and take an- 
other wife. Then, if she becomes a widow her cup of, 
bitterness is full. 

Much of sdl this, inde’ed, was known before Bama- 

bai wrote her book, but it had never been stated so 

• * 

clearly, nor with such authoritative |mowledgo of the 
whole subject ; and there was in some people's juinds 
3 tendency to regard the iiccounts given by'mit?- 
sionaries and others as highly coloured *q.nd exag- 
gerated. The matter of this book is highly valuable, 
but it is not less remarkable from its jtylo; the 
strong, nervous English and the calm, masterly treat- 
ment of the subject would do credit to a highly-trained 
mui iixperienced English author ; ajad a perusal of it 
t c,dd to the respeoi felt for the w^ter,*| well as 
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to the ^sympathy felt fqjr those whose cause si 
advocates so powerfully. 

During the two years that Bamabai spent )u 
America, she devoted her time and enwgy without 
ceasing to the. work of helping her fellow-countrv- 
women. She visited different parts of the States, and 
spoke frequently at public meetings ; and wherever 
she went her eloquence 'attraeted a crowd of lis- 
teners, and her courage and ))erseverance commanded 
universal respect. A lady who ‘was p/esent at one 
of her meetings, wrote thus of ‘her: — “Bamabai is 
strikingly beautiful ; her face ig a clear-cut oval ; 
her qye^Sarge and dark, gfow with feeling. She is 
a brunette, but her cheeks are full of colour. Her 
white widow’s saree is drawn closely over her head 
and fastened under her chin.” 

Having at last collected ^xty thousand rupees, a 
little more than four thousand pounds sterling, 
Bamabai considered she had sufScieni to make a 
beginping. She therefore left America, and reached 
Bombay on the 1st of February 1889. She lost m 
time in setting to work, and on the llth of March 
opened her first home for widows, which she called 
Shardn,S^an — the “Home of Learning.”* She is 


♦ This has since been removed to Poona, and at the present tim<^ 
there are sixteen young widows iR residence, mostly Brahmans, 
and an Anijerican lady Baa joined the Pundita, and is assisting-; her in 
the work., 
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nliing hard, but it is upjhill work, and thdte are 
. rv many difficulties and discouragements to be 
She has a large circle of sympathizers and 
inciids; but many even of her.well-wishers think that 
she must fail, and point to the small number of 
widows whom she has as yet induced to come to 
her as a proof of .the truth of their predictions. 

It may, indeed, be so, though it is e^rly days to 
talk of failure ; but ev<ti if this particular effort 
sIhmM. fail, it \^ill, wittiout doubt, lead to others, and 
in the end success must be attained. It may not, 
jxnhaps, be granted to Eamabai to see the fruits of 
her labour in this world, ffiit fruit there wil1.«S§ur§dly 
he in due time, and the day will come when hundreds 
and thousands of Hindu women shall learn with 
cood cause to bless her name. 
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III. 

dr: ANANDloBAI JOSHEE. 

•In the story of the Pundita, Bamabai, referenco 
has b'^iw made more tha'ii once her kinswoman 
Anandibai Joshee, between whom and herself there 
existed a tie stronger even than that of blood, the 
Jhond of a commeh purpose and a common aim, that 
aim and purpose being nothing less than the amelio- 
ration of. the condition of Indian women, and their 
emancipation from the state of bondage to which an 
absurd tradition had condemned them. 

> Both these women belong to the Mahratta race, 
which has played such a remarkable ^art in Indian 
history. Lord Macaulay, in his essay on Clive and 
Wa{r^ Hastings, thus refers to the rise of the Mah- 
ratta power : — 

“ The highlands which border on the western sea- 
coast of India, poured forth a formidable race* a race 
which "sjas long the terror of.every native power, and 
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lich, after mao^jdea^^taaiid doBbtM struggles, 

( Idod only to tbe fpetuiie and genius oif En^^d. 

“ The origittal f^t of that singdlat was 

; be wild range of hills which runs along the western 
coast of India^: In tHe reign of Arungzebe the in- 
bitants of those' regions, led by the great' Sevajee, 
began to descend onthe possessions of their wealthier 
and less warlilj^ neighbours. * The energy,’ ferocity, 
and cunning of the Mahrattas soon made them the 
most conspicuous among the new powers which were 
generated by the oorru^)tion ofithB^fewaying (Mogh^^ 
monarchy. At first they werh"'oh|y' jobbers. They 
soon rose to the dignity of conqiie^brs. the 

provinces of the empire were thrned into Mahratta 
principalities.” ' 

The rapid suqcesMS of the Mahfattas were due to 
their warlike i^arecteri to theiir pkick and hardi- 
hood, all of . which ^bblijiiiast^ sltrangbly iiith the in- 
dolence and effeinin^y .of the inhabitants of the 
plains. Although ooi^iderably modified by time end 
cirefumstances, their, descendants still retain mosf of 
these characterisUcB. trflioh are shared in soma degree 
l),y the women of the race. Amongst the Mahrattas,' 
women have alwafi bei«i treated with ^aOre-respect, 
and .ue allowed degree .of frbbdom than is 

tin ( ase among B^ dth^r Indian races, and as 
a i - equence thejt ate remarkable for their courage, 
I'n ! orseveiance, and their strength of charwjjer. 
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i^i^e of the 

re^4,^ . his, s^yvichs, r^ivi^ ,, 
granhojf a Itfrj^ iradt of r,- .. 

the neighhotoh^^, de«cen- 

dants* continoe torioside to ihe pr6ae^^y. 

It was m the cdd palace at PooBaJi# which liad 
been the home of generations of Joshees, that 
the 81^00^ of t^^^nt sketch was bora in March 
1865. 'Ebik: '^mtpatr^ Amrit^war Joshee, 

was ,^rich Ij^alyalh, a IjOTO lying a little 

to the nbrth and wash man looked up to 

and respected b^vi^ , his high'Oaete neighbonrs. lie 
•had marrii^/ jyjfeybhi^ of hist own, Guugahai 
Joshee, wh^^i^Pef andviunole 4ved In Poonali. 
The bncle .^tei^;^^i$tetingnf^^ J^hysician^ it was 

in order to have:. the benfefit t^lns a^vi^ihat Guuga- 
bai Joshee had returned tb her old, liomie. Here her 
little daughter was Jhorn, and>'hor^,,8he.'Was named 
Jamuna, or Jumna, after tbs >Hver, a name 
which, means the “ daughter of ihiSTSti^i';; 

Her chUdhood passed Imppllj her 

grandfathe|^*8 house at Poonah tmd'hol jjhther's house 
at Kalyan, and ii> both shA a i^eat favor iie, 
showing. even, in her earljest.4a^S4^l^;i^t;and muI- 
ligent disposition, llerfatbw p^^^ di loi 
to hief, and had her constantly with him. 11 
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,)ne of the in Indiifi who, though 

Uiey do n.ot <i^^ , break openly with national 
oUgious coSt^n have ceased to hayd-Bhy real 
belief in the ti^pMng of Brahmanism, and no doubt 
ft was froni''^yrai‘3tM t Jamdna learnt, while stiirquite 
eoung, to 'thk absurdity and ' falseness of the 

d 'wship of idols;' *^e ^ of an imaginative tem- 
;jerai®^t, add* bofth ' ^he ^d all hter fa&ily appear 
to; Hai^ been greiitly ij'upressed by a dream khe had 
as , a^lliild, " ajfd In which, , her 

faiijoi^lMahra^ ancestor ajyea^'^ hfr, and told 
her that she- alone of *nll Iws dkiSS^^iSMtts had iruly 
inliierit^d his spirit tmd his talbii|^/ and that she 
was destined to achieve dome gr^-|hing. 

Whai she watfbut five ye^ oll&’the family party 
was idt^eased by a yoM]^ ,manj(i!|s»^er member of 
theJosiiee clan, named wpal '^inyM Joshee, whose 
cotainglwas destinj^-topiave a great * influence upon 
her 104 He Was a <fierk in the Government Post 
Office Bepartmi^tf and a fairljj educated man. ’He 
t(H)k ,4,^reat finding her most 

;inxiot^ to leaim, her undertook to teach her Stfnakriti„ 
iind am * mod tojdve her leesons for thiri^ yearsi 

Attb M of tl^t tfme Gopal was transferred to 
'hj posi and bis Tittle pupil’s grief- at 

i'lo Vrcmpectiye ist^aSTilptio* to her studies knew no 

• 11 ) 'is; She foh^^^at she would'never haye any 

* 11 1 r er oppOrtimitles of fearning, and 'hSr thirst for 
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" 3 was insatiabfe. Her mother had nevei 
<i of her studies, and was not at all sorry that 
^■yiiould be brought to a conclusion ; in fact, as 
./as eight years ol<l, and acjcording to the national 
^v^om of a marriageable^ age, she thought it was 
ame t^o arrange a match for her. 

In order to enter at, all into {he feelings of th/r 
little Jamifna, we must* remember "that in Indi: 
women develop, both physically and mentally, earliioi- 
than they do in Europe. A ^ girl o^ eight or n'^e 
is as much advanced intellectually as an English 
g^'l ei. twelve or fourteen, and a*l; thirty she is already 
considered an old woman. This little girl, who iiijith 
us would still havft been in the nursery and ctoly 
Just able to read and write fairly, was in India lotfked 
upon as old enough to* becojjpe a wil«^ and with her 
marriage all prospect of any further education we'^UI 
have come to an end. . ’ 

We can hardly be surprised that one who had 
‘rdady shown such, enthusiasm for study, should 
'6 felt dismayed at the idea of never being able 
arTi any more, and we can believe how delii^tei 
ist have been when her kind old grandm&th c 
her path for her by offering to go ar^; live 
r, and to t^ke Jamuna with her and maie ' 

' her, so that she might continue her Sans!? 

•natter was arranged ; though howj l* 
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cial difficulties were got aver is not quite clear, 
i cordiiig to some accounts Jamuna was betrothed 
I (ropal before leaving her father’s house, and 
liis would, of course, have made things easy for her ; 
i any rate, whether tliere was dny forifial ceremony 
iiot, it is evident that if was understood that they 
>iuld eventually* be married, and, owing to the 
A ; I udmbther’s •having to ^eave Alibag tlse following 
u\t,r, their marriage actually took place in March 
the day 4hat the bride completed her ninth 
ycii r. * ' ■ ■ 

Ai-C'cording to Mahilitta ^ustom, Jamuna changed 
livr i name at her marriage, and was knowh hence- 
iciwjjird as Anandibai, meaning “Joy of my heart.” 
Th; wedding festivities dasted several days, and 
w similar jto those ^usilal among high-caste” 
f.ia ilies; there* were feastings, fireworks, illumina- 
te'! is, and a regular “ tamasha,” "as the natives call 
it (sunpatrao Joshee was, as we have already said, 
Y fond of his daughter, and very proud of her, 
a; be ' also believed firmly in the intimation of 
li, itutp|e achievements given her in the ^ream. 

1 iihe^fore loaded her with presents, quantities’ 

I »u1^|il clothes, of silk, muslin, and embroMeries 
I as i^e worn by the richest Indian ladies, as well 
! 1 iny^^rnaments, many.of which were heirlooms, 
jf s fi^paily, and were of great "value. Hindu 
men offAll classes are tery fond of ornameilf§, and 
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if they; ate too poi?r to *btty gold they content 
themaelv# With silver ones, or even. with imitation 
things *&ade 6f j^lt wire and glass, while in somi 
parts of the country hangles^of glass or brass are 
always worn by wome^ of the ' lower classes 
The ornaments of ^high-caste and wealthy lady are 
very numerous and often of gredt beauty, .both in 
design and Workmanship ;g bangles and anklets, hea<i 
ornaments and armlets, nose-rings and. ear-rings, /as 
well as rings for the fingers and toes? are indispefi^-a- 
ble, and their tralue,, when made of pure gold and ; jet 
with cStonesi is Often prodigious. Those given hya 
man to his daughter on her marriage form, in ffact, 
the principal part of her dowry. l 

After their mite fiage the young couple mo^^jl to 
*Cutch, where Clopal hkd been appointed postm^jer, 
In her new homd^‘'Anandibai occupied herself ihiha 
household duties, as well as continuing her stwies 
under her husband’s superintendence, but ijilif 
greatly missed the affection and cynipathy of; ;’ief 
own family, especially as at Cutch there seeq^i tt 
have been no one with whom she could 
friends, or from whom she could look for 8ym|iln.!d' 
and hMp? The town and district of Cutch hai( li'^^!' 
had a bad name ah one of the most backwara pi)i 
uncivilized places in British teri#6ties, and' t|* 
inhabitants weih for the mosi; psffi a low, ighj^iS 
set oS people. Female in^nticide was pracliasHto 
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such an extent m this town') that at the time* when 
the Josheee Want to Gutoh there were, only, thirty 
native-bora yoilnen, in a population of hearly twelve 
thousand ; ail the rest^of the Women came from ot^tser 
places, and were sunk in indolerfce and Vice. 

Of this period of her life Ancmdihei alp^ys gpoi^g 
sadly, as having been very unhappy, ^iahd sBe was 
greatly relieved when h|r‘ husband as at last 
transferred to Bombay. . W 

In 1878 her ^nly child was born, ^hhut it lived only 
a few days, though* the mother was 

convinced that it mi^ht have had it been 

possible for her to obtaj^ proper^ hikcal advice, and 
from this time her thoughts wOPe turned to the need 
for women doctor^n amili^e: conceived the 

Idea of Btudyin^medicine hersel^rglh the purpose of 
devotmg hey hfe and energies to- alleviating the 
suffermgs gfi he^ fellow-countrywomen. 

I no opposition to her plans 

bot® go to America, where she would have the 

.? It- J-oAae 

“■ Amorioa • ' “ ““”™W P»Per 

‘d his «;# * ^^wstan*© to enable him 

•iis wife to proceed thither. Apparency hi g 
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letter *di4 not produce & very favonrfible impression 
upon his correspondent, who, having seen a good 
deal oi young Hindu students in Aiherica, felt it his 
dUi^y to discourage dth’ers from going there, and he 
rcfu p o ^ the assistance for which Gopal had asked. 
It happ^l®^* however, that a copy of the magazine 
in wllich correspondence a{)peared, fell acci- 

dentally into t^jfhe hands of jtfrs. Carpenter, of Koselle, 
whose sympat^iies were stirred by the idea of the 
young Indian ^woman’s craving for ‘education, and 
she forthwith Centered into “correspondence with 
Anandibai. Themtt<>r^iT?.^anwBile, had been making 
the best bf the few opportdii^itiee that came in her 
way to acquire fresh knowle<M^. In Bombay she 
attended a school estabUshed, byh^he Society for the 
Tropagation of the Gbspel, and sfi^ always spoke 
with affectionate regard of the lady teachers, and of 
the enthusiasm which had led them, to \ome out to 
India and devote themselves to the work oi\|eaching. 
She- complained greatly of the system pyW in 
this school, where all the scholars were forced to 
read the Bible on threat of expulsion, which 
considered an unwarrantable interference with j 
rights'' of*conscience. In consequence, see 
bcLoI for a time, but was persuaded by her hus- 
band to return, as he argjied that 
‘obtained there -was too valuable to be refuse 
any bptrthe most serious gtounds. She frequen. 
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in after years* referred to»her experiences at the 
school, and maintained that the tone adopted by the 
missionaries towards the religion of their pupils was 
far too contemptuous, and rhally wanting in con- 
sideration for their 'feelings. * “ Hdw absurd it 
would be,” she wrote, “if I Were to say to a 
Christian, ‘ All that you believe is nonsense, but all 
. that I believe is just and t|uk’ ” 

That this opinion ^is held even by Christians, is 
evident by the •following extract from the report of 
a conversation betwe*en the fundita Bamabai and 
an American friend, ilfeport^ed in the t>aUy Inter-Qcean 
of (||icago, of December 10th, 1887 : — 

'* i?|^erstand you to say that i,t is your idea that, 
in tl^bidg Christianity, the wisest way for the mis- 
Bwttary to begip is not by^ showing them that Christ 
despised the ancestral faith of the Hindus, but by 
pointing out all, the truth which the Hindu religion 
has in common with Christianity, and thus leading 
the mind of tho Hindu from his own belief, which 
has in it much of good, as far as morality is don- 
cerned, and many spiritual truths as well, up to the 
higliest feyelation, which is that of Christ ? ” 

" Ramabai . — That is just what I think, jand I* can 
prove by the New Testament that it is the wiser way 
to do, for did hot St. Paijl, when he stood on Mars 
Hdl in Athens, say;; ‘As I passed* by aud beheld 
yo 1 ’ devotions, I found ‘an altar with.this ‘ijiscrip- 
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tion, !rot;^the unknown# God : whom therefore ye 
igawMtly worship, ffi declaire 1: unto you ’ ? I 
must say that those missionaries who, bagin to do- 
noipme in strong language, good and equally, 
whatever is Skid in Hindu refigionj gam ftothing’by 
it, because they themselves are ignorant of what is 
said ih the religion of this people whom they go to 
teach, and hence arouse the indignatios of the people, 
who have great love and reverence for their an- 
cestors and their ancestral faith.” 

This, inde^,; ia j?hat ; seems *to have happened in 
the case of AhaQi^bai doshee, ^nd thougb|^datcr 
yelj's she'was fortunate enough to meet wi^^uy 
missionaries whosd was more wisely t^[)Sred 
by discretion, 'and. from Whom she receiVed vmaabJe 
assistance, yet her experlmce in Bombay waanev^at 
forgotten, and was referred to with mingled pain and 
anger. 

In 1881 Gopal Joshee was transferred to the Post 
Office in Calcutta ; but here neither he nor his wife 

V. - J 

were at all happy or Comfortable. The damp, ener- 
vating ttlimate is very depressing to most people 
'^o are not natives of Bengal, and both; the Joshees 
suffered 4a health, while it was with< the greatest 
difficulty that they could procure the ; kinds of food 
to which, thj^ were accustomed., . jhe eoeial. manners 
and customs also were quite differeut from their Mah- 
ratta gnus, and when Anandfbai wedkel about in the 
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,>v,vn her iastand, uaveiled; she 'wm "rudely 
stared at ty fhr passers-by, and sotee^ia^s e>en 
exposed to open' insult. 

There departmental 

regard 'to'the hon-delivery of aa jl|tj|^ortani’,^^ 
letter, and this pfobubly was the re^n that before 
long they were moved, first to Barrackpore and then 
to Sarampore, •small ataticgis a few miles distant from 
Calcutta, the one on J;he left and the other on the 
right bank of tile river Hooghly. 

It was during their residenoe at .Seraihpore that 
the invitation already referred tO was sent tq. the 
recently widowed Eamabai, aady, for thd reasons 
given, was gratefully declinied^ , : ; . 

During all this time Afiaadibal d^oshee had been 
in constant cyrrespohde^ce Vith Mrs. Carpenter,’ 
who was doing everything in her power to arrange 
for her visit to* America, hut there were many diffi- 
culties in the way. It was decided that it would be 
useless for her husband to go the Stated, and that 
he would help her best by remaining in India and 
following his profession. It was, therefore, necessary 
to secure an escort for her, and money also was 
needed, both for- the expenses of her journey cfind for 
her support during her residence’in America. 

A- last matters were all arranged, (jlop^al Joshua, 
con ated to her lea^g him. Ah dbeort was^ found 
thi gb Bome'%iB8l6nafy friends, and®a suia suffi- 
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cient for her immediate needs wm rairad. A sub- 
scription #as got up for her in Cafeutta by the 
kindness of Mr. James, the Postmaster-General, 
an^-some of the leadiflg English people in Calcutta, 
and to add td her fOnds she sold some of the jewels 
her father had given her. 

With a brave though aching hedrt she sailed from 
Calcutta in«April 1888 fbr^England, whence, after a 
very short stay, she went on to America, arriving in 
New York early in June, being the •first high-caste 
Hindu woman to visit the United States. 

She was. most warmly wglcorded by Mrs. Carpenter, 
w'fio took her to her own house in Boselle, New 
Jersey, where she was treated with the greatest 
kindness and consideration. She always said that 
the months spent und'er this lady’s ^ospitable roof 
were among the happiest of her life. Her pleasant 
manners, her readiness to be pleaspd, her modesty 
and light-heartedness, made a favourable impression 
on «ill who came in ^contact with her, and it was 
impossible not to feel respect for one who had ihe 
courage to take such an unusual step, and who, at 
the same time, was endeavouring faithfully to carry 
out ’the -duties enjoined upon her by her national 
traditions. 

^ A very touching picture,of her way of life is .:'iven 
by her biographer, Mrs. Dali, wtho fells us how care- 
ful shg "was to observe the national fifes, and f tli® 
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V in whicl^ every morning, she repeated tlie pre* 

(;. j ts teaching a wife’s duties, and marked her 

forehead with the spot of paint which showed she 

was a married woman. Before* leaving India She ha.d 

told her own people, “I will go to America as a 

Hindu, and come back and live among my people as 

a Hindu.” And this brave resolve she carried out 

# 

unflinchingly.* She wore ^ her native dress, refused 
to eat anything but the vegetable food allowed by 
her religion, aiid endeavoured in every way that 
was possible, during* the whole period of her re- 
sidence in the Statefi, to .conform to the customs of 
her people. ' 

In the autumn of 1888 she commenced her me- 
dical studies in earnest. She baid been offered B 
scholarship in Jhe Homoeopathic College in New York,’ 
but after much consideration it was decided that the 
best thing she jould do was to enter on the regular 
four years’ course at the Women’s Medical College in 
Philadelphia. Mrs. Carpenter took her to Philadel- 
phia and introduced her to Dr. Bachel BodIey,*the 
Dean of the College, who at once took a warm in;;_ 
Ici est in her, cmd became one of her most valued 
friends. Dr, Bodley held a reception for fcerin'her 
own house, when she excited * great interest and 
curiosity by her^natiye .dress and jewellery, and 
everyone felt drawn to the young* stranger, who 
inuiuculated at the College in October of that*year. 
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From iihat date she: devoted hereelf, with the 
steadiness and perseverance for which she was re- 
markable, to her medical work, throwing herself Into 
it with^entjhusiasm, and working sometimes as much 
as fifteen or ’sixteen ‘hours a day. li was not easy 
work at all, and the severe application, as well as the 
trying* climate, told much upon’ her health. In 
February 1884 she near^ succumbed to a severe 
attack.of diphtheria, and dnrii:\g the whole remainder 
of her stay in America, she suffered 'fconstantly from 
headaches or from colds on her chest. 

IXuring the sprih|E of 1,884,* Mrs. Joshee, as she 
was now\i8ually ii^|!^, was asked to deliver a lecture 
before one of the i^sionary societies on the suhjoc" 
Of “ child marria^,’* And surprised and disappointed 
'her audience by speaking in terms bf^approval of the 
custom. Her lecture raised quite a storm .of con- 
troversy, and no doubt alienated from her the sym- 
pathy of a good many people, who could not under- 
stand the position sljie took up on the subject. ^ If 
they had been better acquainted with, the history of 
her own life, and with the traditions among which 
she had grown up, they might perhaps have I'cen 
able lo judge her more leniently, aijnS might have 
felt able to offer heif their sympathy in what she had 
been able to accomplish, while a^the same time re- 
gretting that hSr emancipation: froin the thraldo a of 
custom was not more complete. 
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m 1885 Goptl Joahee a^ived io Ameriqii, but 
bis coming only proved what her friends had fstiired 
it might dcf, B ;80ttfee of embarrassment to his trife. 
Ho began talking and writing nn a quite unaccount- 
able manner^ speaking slightingly of" women and 
tlieir capaeily fpr education, and, at the same time, 
showing himself quite ready to take every advantage 
of bis wife’s exertions, and of the kindness which her 
friends- showed him for \er sake.. His presence 
added to his wife’s difficulties in every way, and 
his conduct and coitversation were calculated to 
strengthen the belief already held by many people, 
that the average Hindu is not likely to be -benelifed 
by visiting Europe or America, that it will take 
years of education and experience to counteract the 
effects, on the minds of Indian then, of the belief m 
their absolute superiority to women, in which they 
have been trained for so many generations. 

In March* 1886, Anandibai Joshee took her degree 
as Doctor of Medicine in Philadelphia. Eye-jwit- 
ncsses describe the scene as a most striking one. The 
brave Hindu woman was surrounded by many, friends 
and sympathisers, Conspicuous among whom was 
Kauiabair who had come over purposely f“om" Eng- 
land in order to be present on this occasion, which 
Van the first on which ,the degree of Doctor of 
cine had evSr been conferred' on a Hindu 
m. It seemed, indeed, that a brilliant an4, useful 
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career must now lie before this brave, patient woman, 
and the compliments and congratulations and pre- 
s'ents which were showered upon her, seemed only 
as the forerunners of* many assured successes. But 
this was not" to be. 'Mrs. Joshee's health was already 
very delicate, and during the visits that she paid 
with ‘her husband in the course'of the summer, she 
caught sewal severe chills, which fastened on her 
lungSv, It had been her intention to have passed 
some time in practical work in the hospitals, espe- 
cially the New England Hospital for Women and 
Children, and the Blockley Hospital at New York, 
but a new direction was given to her plans, by tlr 
offer of an appointment as resident physician to t it- 
•female ward of the new Albert Edward Hospital, 
established at Kohlaphr. The salary proposed vas 
Es. 300 a month, rising to Ks. 400 'or Es. 600, and 
she was to be allowed to practise^ privately in her 
spare time. Many considerations induced Mrs. 
Joshee to accept this offer. She longed to be at 
work, and to use her knowledge without delay for the 
benefit of her countrywomen ; her health she felt was 
failing, and she fancied that perhaps a return tc 
heir fiati<re land m^ht restore it, and to add to those, 
there were fomily reasons which seemed to point to 
Jhe advisability of a spQ,edy return to India. Mr. 
Joshee had resigned his appointment in the 
Offici Department, and it “was necessary thai. some- 
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:r) should undertake the c&re and support of his 
111 . >1 her and other near relatives. 

Before, however, the final arrangements could be 
made, Mrs.' Joshee was taken ve'rj^ seriously ill, and it 
became evident that she was suffering from consump- 
tion, and that even with the greatest care her life could 
not be prolonged nfany months. It was with aching 
hearts that her«A.merican friends bade her* good-bye, 
feeling that they would^never see her again. She and 
her luisband sailed from New York in October, and 
alter a painful voyage* reached Bombay, where she 
was received with mtffch rpspect by people of 'all 
classes. 

The second Annual Eeport of the National Associa- 
tion for Supplying Female Medical Aid to the 
Women of India contained thd following allusion to 

her ; — 

“ The committee take the opportunity of tendering 
their congratulations to Mrs. Anandibai Joshee for 
Inuing so successfully taken Jier degree at the 
V'oinans College at Philadelphia, in the United 
Ktates of America. Mrs. Anandibai Joshee, who is a 
ilaratha Brahmin lady, and a native of Kallian, 
proceeded to America with her husband, maMculated 
in Uctobor 1883, and entered upon the three years 
course of medical instruction. After a few montha. 
shiv ill the college she obtained a scholarship of 400 
dolhi: In March 1886 *she presented “herselS for 

6 
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final examination in tke fundamental branches, ana- 
tomy, physiology, and chemistry, and passed tboise 
examinations creditably, ranking eighth in her class, 
which consisted of forty-two^ ladies. She has since 
taken her degree, and has now returned to lun' 
native country.” 

The above lines had hardly" appeared in print 
before Mfs. Joshee’s ca);eor, which shad given pro 
mise^of so much usefulness, . was brought sadly to a 
close. ‘ 

^ o 

On her arrival in Bombay she had been received 
wi4h marked honour and re8f)ect, even by the Ibah- 
mans and Pundits, who it was expected would lui. i 
denounced her breach of caste rules in crossing in 
” black water,” and it must have been some consulu- 
tion to her, when she’felt.her strength and life cbbiir 
away, to know that her countrymen appreciateii l!i 
sacrifices she had made. Bhe remained a short tim 
in Bombay and its neighbourhood, in order to 
tlfe best medical acl^vice, but the doctors thercj ^ailo 
to give her substantial relief, and it was determiun 
to move her to Poonah, in the hope that in hoj' uativi 
air she would revive. 

* 'fhei«, in the house in which she had been burn 
Anandibai Joshee passed the last few weeks oi bn 
.life. She was surrounded by all nearest and dcarc'i 
to h^er — -her mother, brother, sister, and graoibnctlin 
— ^aad ev^ything that affection could sup 
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sooiiie her sufferings was gifen her. Daily inquiries 
wove made after her health by all the principal 
people m the city, and her husband spared neither 
time nor money in enjJ.eavJurmg to perform the cus- 
tomary religious offices. Although they had both 
lost caste by their visit to America, their offence was 
not beyond redemption, as jt would have been had 
, they, for instfilhee, married-, out of their caste, and it 
was possible to obtaki forgiveness and restoration. 
Pni' this purpose Gopal Joshee offered sacrifices, per- 
formed penance and paid a large sum of money, in 
the hope that the vengeance of Heaven might be 
averted and her life prolonged, or, at any rate, 
tliat she might be restored to full caste privileges 
and entitled to the last rites, without which 
lliudim believj that future happiness cannot be 
obLained. ' 

I'ay by day Anandibai Joshee wasted away; her 
suftenngs were terrible, but were borne without a 
wd ;d cither of complaint or impatience, and with a 
clieerfulnesB that astonished those around her. It 
was on the 27th February 1887 that the end came, 
ami that the brave, patient spirit of the young Hindu 
Woman was released from her suffering boHy. Her 
dfcat'i caused a feeling of profound sorrow, not only 
m her own family circle; but throughout her native » 
well as in the far-off country where she had 
njiwk j many true friends. According to Hindu 

’ 5 * 
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custom, after death Her body was bathix) and 
anointed, and then arrayed in her most beautiful 
garments and ornaments ; it was i)ublicly ci'eiuated. 
the funeral pile being lighted from the sacred tin-, 
and all the ceremonials of an orthodox Hindu 
funeral were observed by the priests. In one par- 
ticular only was the . ordinary custom departed 
from ; for" her ashes, instead of bding consigned 
to the'^^^Ganges or some other sacred river, were col- 
lected by her husband, and pnt over to Ameiicii 
to be buried there. 

• 

Tiius closes the life-story of Anandibai .Joslirc, 

« a 

Almost her last words, as she knew that tin; wiuk 
for which she had been preparing herself could 
never be hers, were, “ I have done all that I 
could do.” How few of. those blessed with fulli.-! 
light and more ample advantages could houcstlv 
say the same! Yes, indeed, ‘'•she bath dmn 
what she could ” ; and ai’e we not justified in !w 
liejung that the Lortf, who in these very words tpni- 
mended the humble self-sacrifice of His donish 
followed eighteen hundred years ago, will accept 
and acknowledge the efforts of this brave Hif l" 
woman, bven although in this life she did not atian; 
to the blessedness of knowing Him as the gnat 
Physician of souls ? * • 

Shp was not quite- twenty-two when she died; ao'l | 
yet i« her short life how much she had 
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;icri6ced her life in th^ endeavour to briftg help 
. olief to her suffering fellow countrywomen, and 
ttli.i ^liiill dare to say that her sacrifice was in vain, 
.]■ Jliat her early death may^not stir others up to 
in her footsteps, and so a rich harvest may 
from the seed she sowed in love and hone and 
patience ? 





70 


80MK DISTINGUISHED INDIAN WOMEN. 


JV. 

THE .JMAHARANI (5f KUCH BEIIAR. 


Among the many illustrious visitors who came to 
England during the summer of 1887, to pay tlioir 
respects to our gracious Queen on the occasion of ber 
Jdbilee, there were few who were received with moit 
marked attention by Her Majesty.oor ^who attracleil 
more general interest and sympathy, than the Malui- 
rajah and Maharani of Kuch J3ehar. » 

That these attentions wore paid to them on per 
sonal rather than on ^.political grounds cannol pu 
doubted, for among the native Princes of India ibe 
Maharajah of Kuch Behar holds but a very subordi- 
nate position. 

The 'fact that for the first time a ruling Tudi.ui 
Prince had brought his wife to England and oUro- 
dueed her into general society, was sufficiciit t'-' 
arouse genuine sympathy among those who uadi-r- 
stood bow gre%,t were the difiiculties that lay tli> 
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r such a step, and what jin important influence 
ituiigiit possibly exert on the future of Indian women. 

An additional interest was felt in the Maharani as 
l)eing the daughter of Keshub Ghunder Sen, who had 
visited England some years previously, and who had 
)ioen known and respected by a large circle of culti- 
vated Englishmen, • 

The story of.the Maharani's life is so closely con- 
nected with the most reraa/kable social and religious 
movement that .has taken place in India in modern 
Uiiies, that it will bo ‘necessary to glance briefly at 
ilic history of that mwement. 

Ever since the days when the first grea,t tide .of 
Aryan invasion swept down from the highlands of 
Ccjitral Asia, and drove the aboriginal inhabitants to 
tlie hill fastnesses or th(? forest depths, the plains of, 
India have froifi time to time been the battle-ground 
o! opposing civilizations, though in almost every case 
the ultimate victory has rested with the Brahmans. 
If, on the one hand, the influence of Greek thought 
nwy be faintly traced in Buddhism, there can,-, on 
the other, be no doubt that the Greek philosophers 
owed not a little to India; and though the Maho- 
metans established their empire in the ^^ery, heart 
of llindoostan, their attempts at proselytism were 
baldly successful, and the Mussulmans of India 
have borrowed far more from the Hindus than’ 
thvsi latter have from their monotheistic conquerors 
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Once again a great contest is being waged b(aw. (in 
two civilizations, between two schools of thought 
two philosophies of life and conduct. Here once 
more have met two branches of the great Aryan race 
one still in the vigour of manhood, full of life and 
abounding energy, furnished with all the newest dis- 
coveries of science and philosophy;' the other sliowing 
signs of thje decadence *of age, and strong with the 
strength of immutability rather than of life ; and it 
seems hardly possible that in such> a contest ilic 
victory should again rest with the Brahmans. 

The religion of the Hindus cto boast an anti'iuity 
little less, «. perhaps, than that of ancient Egy])t, aiid 
it can lay claim to a conservatism unequalled iii any 
other part of the world. The unchanging cash ui of 
centuries has crystalliSsed iflto sc^cial forms, wliicli 
may be destroyed, but can scarcely be raodifiod, ui;d 
so closely bound up are the religjpus and social 
systems, that an attempt to alter the one nnist 
inevitably involve an attack upon the other. 

The young Hindu wfio has studied under European 
teachers,, and imbibed something of Western ideas, 
■finds his belief in the religion of his fathers assailed 
from every, point. Physical science pronounces ui uiy 
portions of the old-world system to be both grotesque 
and impossible. History .lets in a flood ot lif?l>! 
which reveals the hollowness and poverty oi luneu 
that h^d preA'iously appeared noble and woctliy 
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ruV(jn ice. The purer morality of the West 'makes 
tiu) r indent blush with shame at rauch that claims 
divine sanction : a more robust philosophy sets him 
fiee from the trammels of old-Vorkl ideas. He finds 
himself drifting into a general attitude of doubt, if 
not of scepticism: his faith in the religion of the 
Brahmans is destroyed before he is prepared to accept 
ill its place th»religion of Christ. • 

■But the Indian mind is naturally a religic\ps one, 
io which free-tlmught or atheism in its hopeless self- 
ishness is repugnant, and it clings to the hope that, 
wlien stripped of tllh siy^ierstitious and degrading 
accretions which have gathered round it in the course 
of icnturies, the religion of Brahma may yet be 
fomid to contain something capable of satisfying the 
licavt without offep^ing fhe intellect. 

Sucli a rid media many deem they have found in 
the system of tlje Bra^rao-Somaj. The w'ord Somaj 
means a society or association, so that it corresponds 
\ery nearly tc our word “Church,” and its members 
frwinently speak of it as the Theistic Church* of 
india. This society or sect owes its origin to Bajah 
liammohun Roy, who founded it about the year 
1B28, with the object of reviving the primitive Hindu 
religion. According to Professor Monier Williams, 
ir ushered in the dawn of the greatest change th^t^ 
1ms ev( ! passed over the Hindu mind. A new phase 
jf tlio Hindu religion then took definite*shape„which 
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differed essentially fronj, every other that had jiro- 
ceded it. No other reformation has resulted in tlie 
same way from the influence of European education 
and Christian ideas.” • . 

The following account of the movement was givon 
by Babu Keshub Chunder Sen, in one of his lectnrob 
in Eng’and. “ At first this Brahmo-Somaj, to vhieh 
I belong, wiis simply a Church for the jvorship of the 
One True God, according lo the doctrines and ritual 
inculcated in the earliest Hindu' Scriptures. The 
members of the Brahmo-Somaj in its infancy wore 
simply revivalists, if I may so say. Their objecd wan 
to restoret Hinduism to its primitive state of ]»urity. 
to do away with idolatry and superstition, and custo 
if possible, and to declare once more throiighmn 
•the length and breadth of* India the pure iiiniw- 
theistic worship prescribed in the Vedas, as opposed 
to the idolatrous teaching . of fhe later Hindu Scrip- 
tures. The founder of the ferabmo-Somaj had for 
his sole object the restoration of the primitive foru! 
of ‘Hindu Monotheism. By numerous quotations 
from the Hindu Scriptures he succeeded in con- 
vincing a large number of his misguided countrymen 
that true Jlinduism was not to be found in tlie later 
Puranas, which taught idolatry and superstition, i'Ot 
in the earlier books, whicl^ taught the worship of tlie 
*One True God.” 

By *degi-e®s. 


“ after careful, honest, an i 
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.0 inquiries,” it was^discovered that "even 
V tri themselves could not be regarded as 
•onia nothing but pure truth, as they incul- 
,i iuo of the worst foBtns of nature- worship and 
.onu -ivird doctrines and ritual ; so that the mem- 
1, irs I i^lio Brahmo-Somaj were forced to abandon 
iliL' ))( iliou of a retfirn to primitive doctrine, and to 
ui! that of pure Theists, acknowledging no in- 
fiillihli teacher, no reyealed standard of li^e or 
;l(.(,*niu . Naturally, divisions soon made themselves 
lit in a society* thus constituted, and the 
|;;:iliinf>-8omaj is now hrokqn up into three sects, 4 »f 
'.. liili, however, the most important is that" which, 
iiihiii- ilie title of the “New Dispensation,” main- 
1, \in.; tlu! bvinciples and teaching of its founder, Babu • 
Ki 'huliClumder Sei^ who'is, without doubt, the most 
ivniai kalile figure in the history of modern Hinduism. 

!!'. l/i.'k'iigeu to a veyy good high-caste Brah- 
lun. tiiniily in Bengal, the members of which liad 
■ ii for several generations men of high character 
■1 iniolloetual culture. His grandfather. Ram 
umI Sen, was the intimate friend of the* well- 
kiown Dneutdlist and Sanskrit scholar, Horace Hay- 
’■'rn \\i!-;.)n, and was respected and esteeiSed by’a 
11 ! sillier of English gentlemen. Keshub Chun- 
e himself was born ki 1838, and, being early 
li'ti 111 ■ phan, was sent by his uncle to an English 
nd afterwards completed his educatioji at 
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the Albert College in, Calcutta. Early in hie caiotv 
he had learnt to reject the worship of idols, and hail 
by degrees come to believe in one God ; ho tlicn 

joined the Brahmo-Somajs and before long bpcaiiu 

* « •' 

the head oT a reforming party in that society. It 
seemed to him that even the Vedas contained teaoii* 
ing Ivhich it was impossible to 'accept as of divinf 
authority^ and he finally decided to i»reject them ami 
to maintain the theory tliat no special revelatifin 
needed to teach men about God, ami that as a ( nti 
sequence no such revelation*' had ever been mrm*. 

adopted the doctrine of a •divine guidance o^‘ Ih 
faithfuh believing soul, and held that prayer, moii- 
tation and spiritual worship w^ere necessary to (ii* 
‘maintenance of the spiritual life.; while gentleness, 
self-denial and purity wep^requi^ite in order to brini; 
men into union with the Divine Spirit. 

Like other theistic teachers, he^was ready t » jh - 
knowledge the beauty of the life and exani]de <1 
Christ, and the moral value of His teaching, hut h 
regarded Him as a mere man. Speaking of ' 
Bible,c Keshub Chunder Sen said, “However 
we may be of our own religious books, howevc! .1:0 
tlie*val>^e which we may attach to those ' 
books inculcating the principles of pure thei : 
queathed by our fathers ^.as a precious legacy. * ^ 
fact which must be admitted by all candid mt 
Indi^ cannort do without the Bible. India m. 
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ole, for there are certain things in the Gospel 
i!' Christ which are of great importance to my 
juntiy in the present transition stage through 
which it is passing.” 

But the reformer did’ not stop’ here. He realised 
that what was needed for the regeneration of India 
was not merely a •return to a purer and a more 
elevating faith,*but likewise a deliverance., from the 
(li'grading social customs wllich kept the whole, or at 
Hiiy rate a large, portion of the community bound 
litind and foot. The discouragement of polygamy, 
education and enfranchisement of women, the 
overthrow of caste, and the abolition of child-mar- 
riage, were some of the reforms which seemed to him 
the most imperative, and to these ho devoted all his. 
energies with remarkable* success. In 1870 Keshub 
CTmnder visited "England, where he was received with 
much kindness. He made a tour through the country, 
speaking and lecturing on various religious and 
social subjects, and awakening a great deal of in- 
terest and sympathy among a farge class of people, 
and the Queen granted him a private interviejv. 

In 1872 an Act was passed by the Government of 
India legalizing marriages between person^, whe did 
not l.elong to any of ihe recognized religions of the 
c('u ry, and who did not wish to be married either 
0 ' iristian, Mahometan, or Hindu rites. This 
niea :re was passed mainly in the interests df the 



78 


soufti DISriNOUISHBD INDIAN Wo’EN. 


Bralfmoists, and of others who, like them, i/'ant! 
•jeoted idolatry without accepting Christianity, jail 
sons availing themselves of its provisions we;! 
required to have attained years of discretion, the 
age being 'iixed at eighteen for men and sixteen 
for women ; and they were forbidden to indulge in 
polygamy. The law Jhus dealt d serious blow at two 
of the werst social evils^ and was Imiled by ail tlie 
enlightened members of the Hindu community as a 
great step in advance, for which they wercs mainly 
indebted to the unwearied eflE5rts of Keshub Clmndr 
Sen. 

Some- years later, however, ^a great shock was 
given to the feelings of the members of the Brahmo- 
• Somaj, by the announcement that their leader’s 
eldest daughter was” about to, be married to the 
young Bajah of Kuch Behar. This prince was the 
head of one of the most ancient jroyal families in 
Bengal, which, however, had the disadvantage of 
belonging to a low caste, the Sankoche Kettry caste. 
He had succeeded his father as Bajah when only tc'i 
months old, and during his minority his State had 
been governed by the British Government, who had 
also ‘superintended his education. His early train- 
ing was conducted under an English tutor Patna, 
and he subse^ently attended lectures on Liv'' at the 
Presidency College in Calcutta ; but no attc- :i»t was 
mad^ to interfere with his religions belie- ai,'! 
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sixteen years of age he was supposed to be still 
attached to the faith of his fathers, that is, to 
Hinduism in its modern corrupted form. 

The Indian Government wefe desirous that, before 

• * 

taking the maiaagement of his territories into his own 
bands, he should visit England. But it was con- 
sidered necessary ‘by all hi^ relations that ’before 
starting on such a long and perilous journey he 
should provide himself wit?i a wife i and it appeared 
to his guardiana that it would be advisable, both in 
his own interests and in those of his subjects, to 
bring about a mafriagg between him and .the 
daughter of Keshub Chunder Sen. The young lady 
in question was hot quite fourteen years of age, but 
she had been carefully educated, and it might 
reasonably be hop^d thdt her* influence and that of 
her father would be most valuable in determining 
the future deve^pment^of the young prin^ and his 
people. That the Brahmo leader was only a private 
gentleman, while his proposed son-in-law was a eove- 
'■eign prince, was no obstacle in the way, for ‘the 
former was a man of very high caste, and ii would 
lie an act of condescension on his part, to allow his 
'laughter to marry the Bajab, to whicln his* \^ell- 
kuown opinions on the subject of caste would be 
likely to dispose him favourably. * 

Hut although to disinterested spectators the pro- 
pOBfcd natch seemed to offer advantages on both 
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sides, ‘it raised a storja of opposition among tlie 
adherents of the Brahmo-Somaj. The principles 
they professed with regard to caste prevented any 
objections being raised on that ground, but they 
vehemently opposed fhe project, both on the score nf 
the youth of the contracting parties and also on 
that of the religion of the bridegreom. 

With rggard to ith latter obj^tion, Kesliub 

Chunder Sen and his friends maintained that the 
^ 

Maharajah was in heart already a.Brahmoist, ami 
that his youth, and the influerfee of his mothev ami 
his^ grand mother, had alone prevented him from join- 
ing the Theists, and that by this marriage he would 
be fi'rmly attached to the purer faith professed by his 
wife. 

■ The question of age was a'more^ serious one, as it 
could not be denied that tte marriagi^ would involve 
a virtual surrender of the principle for which Kesliul' 
Chunder had so strenuously (jodtended, and would 
be q, serious bar to further progress in this direction. 
It was, moreover, pointed out that, in consequence ol 
the bri^e and bridegroom not having attained tluf 
legal age, the marriage could not be celebrated 
according^to Brahmo rites, as authorized by the Act 
of 1872; that it would, in fact, be' a purely Hindu 
marriage, celebrated wit|;i all the idolatrc-.is and 

‘superstitious ceremonies commonly in ns ; and, 
further, thatihe bride would be deprived of 
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tection which wwld have been afforded to her had 
slie been married under the new law. Polygamy was 
HU immeiiiorial custom in the Kuch Behar family, 
and it was argued, with some .show of reason, that 
there would be no guarantee that the Maharajah 
might not at some future time choose to follow the 
fashion of his race.. 

It would be ^either useful nor interesting, to follow 
into further detail the controversy on this subject, 
or the mutual r^ecrimiiiations of the two factions. 
Suffice it to say that the match was finally decided 
r.non, and in March olB78 Babu Keshub Chundor 
Sou, accompanied by his brother and other members 
of his family, escorted his daughter to Kuch Behar, 
wlicre the marriage was celebrated according to. 
Hindu rites. A protest had indeed been entered by ■ 
tlio bride’s friends against fhe introduction of idola- 
trous practices, but in spite of it some of the figures 
and other objects usually worshipped on such occa- 
sions were placed in the courtyard where the cefe- 
mony took place, and the “ Hoiha,” or fire sacrifice, 
was performed in the presence of the bridegroom 
after the bride had withdrawn to her own apart- 
ments. 

This latter ceremony, which forma an important 
feature at orthodox Hindu weddings, is as follows, 
euf luvie and bridegroom sit side by side before an 
altar i which a fire is kindled, and „“ghee^” or 

6 
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clarifiod butter, is burnt as an oflferiag to tlio ^ods 
Keshub Chunder Sen was greatly annoyed at tiie dis- 
regard which had been paid to his wishes in this 
matter, and he was further mortified at not l)eing 
allowed to perform the portioiS of the ceremony com- 
monly allotted to the bride’s father, on the g) ound 
that he had lost caste by his vigit to Europe. So 
far, indeed* there seemed some reasog to fear that 
the prognostications of those who had opposed the 
marriage were likely to be realised, ^nd that instead 
of redounding to the honour ar d glory of the Brahmo- 
Somaj, the alliance would bring both its principles 
and its leader into disrepute. Happily, however, the 
young pair were not allowed to remain subject to the 
jretrograde influence of the palace. Very shortly after 
, the marriage the Maharajah set out on his journey to 
England, and his wife retdmed to her father’s house 
in Calcutta, where hear education was continued with 
the object of preparing her in every way for the 
important position she was to fill. 

The dissensions iiS the Brahmo-Somaj still con- 
tinued : the party which had opposed the marriage 
deposed Keshub Chunder Sen from bis office as 
majisterj^and when they found that public opinion 
was too strong for them, they seceded and set up 
a new sect for themselves, calling themsebes the 
Pro-Progressive Brahmoists. 

Keshub (Ihunder himself never quite r overed 
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his f. mer popularity amon^his countrymen? but he 
continued to enjoy the confidence and esteem of his 
English friends; and nrhen, after his death, some 
few years later, a public meeting was called for the 
purpose of getting up a memorial to him,, it was 
attended by such a large number of influential per- 
sons of all classes as testified to the sincea*e and 
widespread respect in which ‘he was held.* 

In the meanwhile, the Maharajah had returned from 
Europe and claimed his wife, and having attained 
his majority in 1883,* he took the administration of 
his affairs into his own hands. 

The State of Kueh Behar is situated in the north- 
eastern corner of Bengal. It is surrounded on all 
sides by British territory, and occupies an area of 
about thirteen hundred 'square miles ; that is, about 
the size of Keitt, or Hampshire. It is a well-watered 
plain, and the ^oil is fertile and well cultivated, the 
general green of the fields being diversified here and 
there by graceful clumps of bamboo or by the orchards 
which surround the homesteffd of some substantial 
farmer. The country is thickly populated, but there 
is only one town, and hardly any villages, the dwell- 
ings of the inhabitants being scattered, over ’the 
fields or grouped round the residence of some well- 
to-do family. La former times a different state of 
things mast have prevailed, for the ruins are still to 
tie seen of two extensive walled cities > but tjjey are 

6 • 
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of ver;^ ancient date, and must have belonged to 
a period long anterior to ^liat of the present 
dynasty. 

Agriculture forms the occupation of almost the 
entire j>opulation, rice, grain; and pulse of various 
kinds being grown for food, and tobacco and jute for 
exportation. The whole of the land belongs to the 
Maharajah^* the larger farmers being hi^ tenants and 
sub-letting the land to smaller cultivators, and there 
are strict laws to prevent theif exacting exhorbitant 
rents. The Maharajah is virtually independent within 
iiis ow'n dominions, but he hg-s an English official 
adviser ; ;ind were any very grievous abuses to aii e 
in his administration, the Indian Government would 
doubtless interfere to put a . stop to them, as it has 
.done in so many other .cases. Under the rule of tlie 
present Prince, however, there is no reason to fear 
such a complication, for the good effect of his 
English education is shown* in the numerous iui- 
proyements and reforms which ho has introduced in 
the* administration of justice, the development ol 
public ^ works, and the encouragement of educa- 
tion. 

The Maharajah himself is an excellent specimeu ol 
an educated Hindu gentleman, and exemplifies tlie ease 
with which a Bengali assimilates English oust' ms and 
ideas. On State occasions, when he wears ]■' native 
dressj adorngd with pearls and diamonds of i ic less 
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value, he looks the very picture of an Eastern 
potentate, but otherwse he dresses like any ordinary 
English gentleman, and there is nothing in his 
speech or manner to betray that he is not one by 
birth as by education.* He has, moreover, imbibed 
the true English love for sport and games of all 
kinds, and he is not only a first-rate shot and polo- 
player, but also an excelleirt dancer and* an accom- 
plished billiard-player. 

Such, then, MJas the* country, and such the Prince 
to whom Keshub Chraider Sen gave his daughter. 

The Maharani Snnity Devi was born in 1864, 
« ® * 
being not quite fourteen at the time of her .marriage, 

and still almost a child in years when she entered 
upon the duties of an exceptionally difficult posi- 
tion. 

“ The fiercer light which beats upon a throne ” 
often proves a^ great obstacle in the way of change 
and reform. What is* done and said by people in 
high positions is known and commented on by 
everyone, and there are nonfi more trammelled by 
custom, tradition and etiquette than sovereigns and 
princes. It would have been comparatively easy for 
the daughter of Keshub Chunder Sen, as a private 
M’f'itosetat naught the traditional prejudices which 
condenni Hindu women to lives of seclusion and 
idlencKs, but it was a very different thing for the 
Mahai . ni of Kuch Behar to attempt Uie same task. 
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Althou^ her husband had adopted many English 
ways and ideas, the traditions of his family were very 
strict, and public opinion in his dominions was by 
no means prepared fo .welcome such an entire 
revolution in ‘the whole theory of social life, as was 
implied in the enfranchisement of women; while 
there were Jilenty of critics ready ‘to find fault with 
each fresh step in the path^of reform, * 

The l^aharani herself was na^turally of a somewhat 
shy and yielding nature, and but little inclined to 
set herself in opposition to tHe views of those by 
whom she was surrounded,. Pdr some years, there- 
fore, it seemed quite uncertain whether she would 
make an effort to break through the barriers of 
custom and go into English society, or whether slie 
tvould succumb to the ‘influences gonstantly brought 
to bear upon her and withdraw more *and more into 
seclusion. ^ • 

When it was proposed that the Maharajah should 
pay ‘a second visit to England during the Jubilee 
year, a question naturally arose as to whetlior the 
Maharani should or should not accompany him. 
The conservative party, which included many of 
heroy^n relatives, exerted their utmost influence to 
deter the Maharani from going; the reforming j'arty 
together with her English) friends, did their nest to 
persuade her to go, and in the end they were - cc«s 
ful: and this decision may be considered as a i ’ iii ig- 
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poini in her history as well, as in that of Bengali 
ladies in general. 

The Maharajah and Maharani left India in April 
1887, accompanied by their Tshildren and by the 
Mahaiani’s brother Mr. Sehi and they remained away 
some months. During the summer tliey stayed in 
London and paid ‘some visits in the country, and 
tlie Maharani was presented to the ‘Queen at 
Buckingham Palace. SheVas also received by the 
(|iueen at Windsor, and treated most kindly by her 
Majesty, who showed iti every way possible her kindly 
feelings towards the "daughter of Keshub Chunker 
Sen, as well as her appreciation of the courage and 
good sense shown by the Maharani in making up her 
mind to come to England. The fact of her under.- 
taking this journej^ implied a determination to break* 
decisively withithe old traditional prejudices, and the 
maimer in whicji she was treated by our own gracious 
Sovereign could not fail to have a great effect in 
securing her position in society, both as regards lijng- 
lish people in India and her own countrymen. There 
could be no further ground for fearing tha^ a .lady 
who had taken such a decided step, should ever 
withdraw into the seclusion of the zenana, qr suecumb 
hi any serious degree to the influence of the re- 
actionary party.* 

file Mahararii returned to India in December 1887 
Within- children, -the Prince following a coyple of 
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months later. During Jhe cold season, or at least a 
part of it, they live in Calcutta, occupying a fine 
house in the suburb of Alipore. Here they entertain 
a great deal ; and theif handsome reception-rooms are 
furnished in ‘every respect like those of an English 
house. Those, however, occupied by themselves and 
the members of their family are touch more simply 
furnished, ^nd in the privacy of these airartments the 
Maharani retains most of the ordinary social habits 
of her country. While retaining a not unnatural 
preference for the customs ill which she has been 
brgught up, she shows ^ wonderful aptitude for 
conforming to foreign ways when more advisable, and 
as a hostess she is both popular and successful. Her 
parties and receptions ai'e crowded by English 
‘people, but though a ‘few l!iemb§rB of the Brahnio- 
Somaj may also be seen at them, native gentlemen 
are as a rule conspicuous by their absence. 

The explanation is not difficult to find. There are 
still, very' few Indian gentlemen of good position who 
ha\‘e adopted in any degree the Western idea of allow- 
ing fre(i social intercourse between men and women. 
Some of them have learnt that, it being the accepted 
principle in European society, English ladies who 
appear in public are only following the cii tom of 
^ their race, and are therefore entitiSS to be ireated 
with respect, but they have not advanced su' ciently 
to be^ble te apply the same principle t- m'tiye 
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ladit - Still bound by prejudice and tradition, they 
look upon the mixing of the two s0xes in social 
intercourse as a scandal, and regard the example 
set by the Maharani as ,one to be avoided, not 
followed. 

On more than one occasion the Maharani has had 
reason to complaii! of incivility from her own country- 
men whom she has met at 'some official gathering, 
and therefore it is not to "be wondered at if she does 

■f ? 

not invite them 4o her own house. 

The above facts wilF no doubt surprise many, and 
will perhaps make Eitglis}]^ people understand rather 
better the sort of difficulties which beset the path of 
social reformers in India, and which ought to enlist 
our sympathy and respect . for those who are brave 
enough to face thgm. ® ' 

The Maharajah and Maharani always spend some 
months of the .year at^Kuch Behar, the capital of 
their little territory, where they have a fine estate ; 
but during the hot weather they usually follows the 
example set them by English people, and go to the Hills, 
either to Darjiling or Simla, where they mix. a good 
‘leal in society. They keep up the native custom of 
having many members of their family to liv^ with 
Aem. and their “ house-party ” is always a large one. 
i^hey have several children, of whom the youngest,. 

soon after their return from England, is named 
Victor in honour of Her Majesty. These children 
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have English nurses an<J an English governess, and 
will, no doubt, become still more completely angli- 
cized than their parents. The Maharani speaks and 
writes English perfectty, ^and shows a good deal ol 
the facility for acquiring forei^ ways so character- 
istic of the people of Bengal. She has not, indeed, 
shown*any very striking talent nor- remarkable intel- 
lectual ability, like somd other Indian Jadies, but if 
she. is not destined to help -her countrywomen in that 
particular way, her life may be as useful to them in 
others. Her quickness, her gracious manner, her 
i‘ea,^y tact, and her readiness ‘ to please and to lie 
pleased, have gained her many warm friends among 
the English residents in India ; and the fact that there 
ig at least one Indian lady of high rank in whose 
house English men and wome& are cordially welcomed, 
cannot fail to be of great' value in forwarding the 
development of that freer social intercourse between 
the two races, to which many people look as ihe 
surejjt and happiest way of solving the difBcult pro- 
blems that must be dealt with ere long in Iiuha- 
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T O R U D U T T. 


It was a saying of the ancients that “ those whom 
the gods love die young,” and, however we may inter- 
pret it, it certainly seems as though rsomesi strange 
fate was destined to cut off in their early prime those 
whose youth has given promise of more than ordi-. 
nary achievement. ^ Modern India has as yet pro- ' 
(luced hut one I'eal poetess, and she, alas ! is one 
whose early proinise has been buried in a premature 
grave. 

The story of the young Hindu girl's life is sbprt 
and sad. ** 

Tarulatta Hatta, or, as she is more conimonly 
called, Toru Dutt, was the youngest child of Babu 
Oovind Chunder Dutt, a Bengali gentlemap of gobd 
family, high character, and considerable attainments, 
who was distinguished among his countrymen by 
Ws 1 n)ad-minded views on social questions, and by 
c oar and vigorous intellect. He was a §hris- 
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tian, and was well known and respected in Calcutta, 
where he fiUed the position of a magistrate. lu 
Calcutta Toru Dutt was bom in 1856, and, with the 
exception of one year «pent by the family in Bombay, 
it was in Calcutta that her early life was passed. 

From her childhood she enjoyed educational advan 
tage» such as were very unusual in the case of Ben- 
gali girls ^ her father tflok great pains to instruct her 
himself, and she and hel: sister Aru, who was tw 
years ^older than she was, both 8htj.red the English 
lessons given to her brother Abjie by Babu Shih 
CJiunder Banerji, for whom she always entertained 
a grateful affection, and who seems to have been the 
first person to instil into her mind a love for the 
.study of English literature, together with the tho- 
roughness of application scp remarkable in her sub- 
sequent studies. The stern, grand poetry of Milton 
is hardly what one would expect to fipd as the chosen 
study of young Indian girls, yet these two sifters 
kiyew large portions of “ Paradise Lost ” by heart, 
arfd apparently understood and appreciated it far 
more ^thoroughly than most English girls of the 
same age. In 1869 Babu Govind Butt determined 
to take jiis two daughters to Europe and to give 
them the best education he could. His only boy had 
died a short time previously, and he felt tiiat tiie 
hopes of his life now depended on his girls. T1 ; y v/ent 
first ^to Nice, where for a few months thi sietei^® 
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aitei'-ded a i^ension and studied French uhd^r the 
best masters. The \(rhole fainily then came to Eng- 
land spending, however, a short time in Italy and 
in Paris on their way. They remained in England 
till tlie close of 1873, the girls continuii^ their edu- 
cation the whole time. They attended some of the 
then recently ests^hlished lectures for w'omeji at 
Cambridge, especially those of M. Bogncl oon French 
Literature, and afterwards <they went to lectures and 
classes at St. Leonards^ where they resided fof some 
time. 

Paring their stay ip Europe Torn Butt kept^a 
cartful journal, which is'' of extreme interest, as 
showing the effect produced on the Indian girl’s 
mind by all she saw and hoard around her in this 
strange country. 

The followingtextiact from her diary is dated the 
aOtb of January, 1871, 9 Sydney Place, Onslow 
Square, Londoii, S.W.,’ and is of peculiar inte- 
rest ; — 

“ How long it is since I last^wrote in my journal ! 
Aias ! what changes have taken place in France since 
the last time I wrote ! When we were in Paris foi 
a few days, how beautiful it was! What houses 
^\bat streets! What a magniffeent army! Bu 
now. bow has she fallen ! She who was once firs 
among the cities, what misery does she not contain 
• : ince the commencement of the '^ar my hear 
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has b^en with the Frq^ch, although I all along felt 
certain of their defeat.*’ 

Although the Dutt family stayed so much longer 
in England than in Pra^ice, it was the latter country 
evidently which seized most forcibly on the imagina- 
tion of the girls, especially of Torn. The strange 
contfast between the France of 1869, proud, joyous, 
beautiful* and queen-fike, and the France of 1871, 
conquered, blood-stained and distracted by internal 
feuds, made a deep impression on l«3r, awakening her 
keenest sympathies and inspiring one of her most 
(xuginal poems. 

*Xot dead ; oh, no, she cannot die ! 

Only a swoon from loss of blood. 

Levitc England passes her by ; 

Help, Samaritan ! None is nigh 

W’ho shall staifnch mef this sj^guine flood. 

Range the brown hair, it blinds her oyen ; 

Dash cold water over her face ! • 

Drowned in her blood, she makes no sign. 

Give her a draught of generous wine ! 

None heed ; none hear to do this grace. 

No I she stir.s ; there ’s a fire in her glance. 

’Ware, oh ’ware of that broken sword ! 

What ! dare ye, for an hour’s mischance 

Gather around her, jeering France, 

Attila’s own exulting horde ? 

Lo ! she stands up — stands up e’on now, 

Strong once more fer the battle fray. 

Gleams bright the star that from her brow 

Lightens the world. Bow, nations, how I 
L^t her again lead on the way. 
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Alter her return to Calcutta in Novembeji 1873, 
Torn Dutt continued her French studies, and also 
applied herself to the study of Sanskrit, under the 
direction of her father, who also cultivated and en- 
couraged her talent fot writing in geiwral and for 
poetry in particular, and it was to his instructions 
that she always ascribed her facility in the “latter 
branch of liteyature. • 

On their return to India, the Dutts once naore 
took up their ^bode “in Calcutta, where tliey re- 
tiuraed the quiet and i^tired life they had led before 
tlieir visit to Europe. , 

To those unacquainted with India it will jio doubi 
appear rather strange that a family who had been 
80 well received in England, and had been welcomed 
in the most cultivated circles,. should on their return* 
home have been so little noticed by the Enghsh 
residents in Calcutta. It should, however, be re- 
inemberod that fifteen years ago it was an exceed- 
ingly rare thing for an Indian lady to \^ish to piix 
in English society, or to poss&s the education that 
would fit her for doing so ; and so it came to pass, not 
annaturally, that the existence of two well-bred, well- 
read girls like Toru Dutt and her sister^ was not 
evon suspected by those who, if they had known it, 
would have been only too well pleased to have made 
friends with them. 

So incredible, indeed, did it appear in those days 
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that Bengali lady should achieve literary distinc- 
tion, that when Toru’s first writings appeared it was 
supposed that they were the work of some English 
writer, and that Torq Butt was simply a nom de 
plimie assumed for the ocfeasion. 

Her first appearance in print was in the BoKpl 
Hlaga^ine, to which she contributed an essay on the 
poetry of I^e Conte de Lisle, a writ^Wjth whom she 
was much*' in sympathy, o He was a Creole, horn ii| 
the Mauritius, and, as we may judge from the follow- 
ing extract from her article,, she felt that in some 
respects his case resembled her own. 

The faults generally attributed to all Asiatic or 
half-caste poets, writing in the languages of Euioiio, 
are weakness, languor, conventionalism, and imita- 
tion. From most of these ^lefects Le Conte de Lisle 
was singularly free. He is wondSrfuJly vigorous and 
very often thoroughly original, Not only is he very 
well read, not only has he fiieditatcS mucli, hut ho 
has that gifted poetic eye, which can seize at once, 
an(l extract poetry ivoixi the meanest object.” 

This paper was followed before long by some trajis- 
lations of French verse into English, and by various 
other essays in literary criticism, of which botii the 
style and the matter aroused the curiosity and inte- 
rest of the readers of the magazine. 

It was about this time, in the year 1874, tha' Aru 
Dutt, the eld,er of the two sisters, died of con imP' 
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tion. Although less original and less ambitioUiS than 
Tom, she was not less amiabl!e, and she had equally 
profited by the educational advantages she bad en- 
joyed. Both the sisters were good musicians. They 
played well on the piarib, and safig with much sweet- 
ness, having good contralto voices. They kept up^ 
their accomplishments, but at tlie same timu they 
did not disdain the more useful domestic duties 
ftliich, in Indffin homes, *re usually performed Jry 
the ladies of the^ famity ; and ,their father, \Vritiug 
after their death, sn^ s with deep emotion of the 
excmpdary manner which they discharged thege 
honsehold duties. * , 

In general society Toru shone more than her 
sister, who was of a gentle, retiring disposition, and. 
inclined to keep in the background, while she listened • 
with sisterly pride *and adlniratiou to Toru’s lively 
anil intelligent conversation. The younger sister ha.d 
a very remarkable memory, and could remember 
t'very piece of poetry she had ever translated. She 
read much and deeply, and whenever she met witl? a 
difficult passage, she worked at it thoroughly, till 
rhe had mastered not only its meaning, but its 
tearing on the subject in hand. 

Aru occasionally tried her hand at translation, but 
ter r-iost decided talent was for drawing, and the 
/^'eters’ dream was to produce a novel, which one ' 
[rtioula n-ite and the other illustrate. 
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Torji’s first book appeared in 1876, and conrjgted 
of a collection of lyrifis translated from the French 
poets. It was printed at Bhowanipore in Bengal; and 
like the greater nuniber of works hitherto published 
in India, was badly printed, en poor paper, and hud 
nothing attractive about its appearance. From the 
ordiijary reading public, accustonaed to find its poetry 
enshrined, in a prettily designed casket, this unin- 
teresting-looking, paper-<30vered book, received bu 
scant*attention. Fortunately, however, it fell int( 
the. liands of a few more di|criminating critics, wIk 
bestowed upon it some well-deserved praise. 

M. Andre Theuriot, the well-known French poe 
and novelist, reviewed the poems favourably in tin 
Revue des Deux Mondcs ; .while in England they re 
ceived an appreciative notice from Mr. Edmunt 
Gosse in the Examiner.' This ^epjdeman, in a pre- 
fatory note to one of Tomi Butt’s later works, thus 
describes the impression made on him by them. “ It 
was while Professor W. Minto was editor of the 
ilxaminer, that one<day in August 1876, in the very 
heart of the dead season for l?ooks, I happened to he 
in the office of that newspaper, and was upbruiding 
tjh^ whole body of publishers for issuing no hooie 
worth reviewing. At that moment the }iostmaB 
brought in a thin, sallow packet, with a woudorfu 
Indian postmark on it^ and containing a most un- 
attractive orange pamphlet of verse, ] mted 
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P,hi 'Vanipore. and entitled A Sheaf alMined hi. Frem^ 
fiehls. This shabby little hook of some 200 pages, 
without preface or introduction, seemed speedily 
destined to find its way into the waste-paper basket. 
I remember that Mr. Minto thrust it into my un- 
willing hands, and said, ‘ ^here, see whether you can 
make something of that.’ A hopeless volume it 
seemed, with its qaeer type, printed at the Sa^tahik- 
samhad Pressf; But when at’last I took iU out of my 
pocket, what was my surprise, and almost rapture? to 
<qien at such a Merse as this — 

Q 

“ Still barred thy doors. The far Ea.st glows, 

The morning^wind blows fiesh and free ; 

Should not tho hour that wakes the rose 
Awaken also thee. 

“ All look for thee, Love, Light and Song ; 

Light in the sky, deep red above, 

Song in th^lark of* pinions strong, 

Andan my heart tmo love.” 

Although Toru’s first ,book is the least perfect aad 
polished of her literary productions, it is in some 
I'ospects the most interesting,^ revealing as it does 
I'oih her weakness and her strength. At every turn 
w are met by instances of genius overcoming all 
obstacles, and yet, in its turn, baffled by ignorance 
ind inexperience. It is little short of mawellous’to 
sfo the way in which the oriental mind adapts itself 
k) Western ideas, and expwsses them with a purity^ 
■ and a grace that leaves nothing to be desired ; while. 
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on tho other hand, we are constantly reminded that 
she is writing in a foreign tongue, by some strange 
ignoring of the rules of prosody, some quaint and 
almost prosaic rendering of a poetic simile. 

It would 'be impossibfe within the limits of so 
short a sketch to do any justice to these poems, hut 
the following may serve as an example, and no doubt 
expresses /'her own thbughts on hep sister’s early 
death. The original is "by Evariste Desforges dc 
Parny : — 

Thougli childhood’s ways were past and gone, 

More innocout no child cotild be ; 

^Though grace in every feature shone, 

Her maiden heart was fancy free. 

A few more months or happy days, 

And love would blossom, so we thought. 

As lifts in April’s genial«rays 

The rose its cluster!? richly w^ougjit. 

But God had destined otherwise, a 
And so she gently fell asleep, 

A creature of the starry skies, 

Too lovely for the earth to keep. 

o 

She died in earliest womanhood; 

Thus dies, and loaves behind no trace, 

A bird’s song in a leafy wood, 

Thus melts a sweet smile from the^face. 

• 

To these poems there was affixed the lolloffinf; 
short postscript ; — 

“ The author of these pages wishes tc> [.idJ that 
those siened ‘ A ’ are the work of her dear iidonl;/ 
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gj 3 t( r Aru, who fell asleep irj, Jesas, 23rd July 1874, 
at tlie early age of twenty. Had she lived, this book 
might have been better than it is, and its author 
might perhaps have had less •occasion to crave the 
indulgence of the reader. *Alas, • 

Of all sad words of tongue or pen, 

The saddest is, It might have been ! ” 

Not the least remarkable portion of thiA book are 
the notes. In them Torn Dutt gives short critical 
notices of the vawous poets from whom she has trans- 
lated ; her criticism showing sometimes a naive sim- 
plicity that is very engaging, at others a keenness «f 
insight and a purity of taste which are truly admir- 
able. In addition to these criticisms we find notes 
ou the occasions which called forth some of the* 
poems, explanation%regaAling the allusions to persons 
and occurrence^ which they contain, and references 
to other poets and writer, s. 

Her acquaintance with French and English litera- 
was something extraordinary ; very few English* or 
French women of twice her age can boast as much, 
and when we consider that both were to her foreign 
tongues, it is difficult to understand how she can 
have found time for such a wide range of reading. ‘ 
Most of her translations are from nineteenth cen- 
tury })oet8, Victor Hugo ^himself being the chief 
'*hjeet of \ier admiration. In the note on his poems 
*he writes: “It would be absurd to make an^ com- 
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ments’ on Victor Hugo. His name is among the 
great ones of the earth. With Shakespeare, Milton, 
Byron, Goethe, and Schiller, his place has been loiw 
prepared in the Valhalla of the poets.” 

Her poetic ima'gination led her to place Yietoi 
Hugo above Lamartine, although she was ijnite 
* ready to acknowledge jihe moral superiority of tlio 
latter. ^ * 

“In* fancy, in imagination, in brilliancy, iu 
grandeur, in style, in all that makes a poet. Ik 
must yield to Victor Hugo : in purity he yield', to 
none. His mind is essentially religious. He never 
forgot what he learned at his mother’s knee.” 

Toru Dutt’s first collection of poems was prefaced 
hy a dedicatory poem ^to her mother, translated from 
Xavier Labenski. A copy*of the *firi^t edition of tlie 
Sheaf gleaned in French Fields, in the dull orange 
paper cover, is in the British Museum, and bears on 
its fly-leaf the following inscription in the authoress’s 
handwriting : — 

•An Chevalier do Chaletain, h I’elegant traducteiir do Shako 
speare. 

Hommage de la traductrico, Tom Dutt. 29 Mars 1870. (hdcutia. 
12,‘ManicktoJlah Street. 

Very soon after the publication of her first bout 
,Toru Dutt’s health began 1;o fail. Her father, 
parental anxiety was quickened by the ios et 1’*^ 
two ojher children, imagined that she b d been , 
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ovenv ffking herself, and thaj her studies were too 
much for her. He, therefore, insisted on her giving 
111) her Sanskrit, which she did most reluctantly, for 
it was her favourite study, and doubly dear to her 
Leeaiise in it her father was her oompafiion and her 
instructor. For a few weeks it seemed as theugh 
rest were doing he? good, but before long it bewamn 
only too evident that the insidious disease sjivhich had ’ 
carried off her sister had ‘already seized her in its 
fatal grasp. As, her \)odily strength declined her 
mind seemed to gain* in activity ; her longing to 
write ■ became more aaid more feverish. The moye 
she realised that her life could be but a short one, 
the more eager did* she become to achieve some 
literary success. 

About a year before dier death she became ac- 
quainted with ft, book which struck her much. It 
was La Femme duns Vlnde Ancienne, by MdHe. 
Clarisse Bader, and she instantly conceived a strong 
desire to translate it. She wrote to the authoress, 
asking her permission to do so, sending her at the 
same time a copy of her ” Sheaf.” In her lettftr 
she described herself as “ une femme de ITnde 
ffiodorne.” 

I'o this Mdlle. Bader replied prorhptly : “ Eh quoi ? 
C’est' une descendante do ^nes chores heroines indi- 
Mues, (pii desire traduire le livre que j’ai consacre ainf 
8 ®tiqucs Aryennes de la qjresqu’ile gangetique ! Un 
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semblable voeu, emanant d’une telle source, me touche 
trop profondement pour que je ne I’exauce pas. 
Traduisez done ‘ La Femme dans I’lnde Antique,’ 
Mademoiselle. Je voug y autorise de tout mon occur, 
et j’y appelje de tons mes Veeux sympathiques le 
succes de votre entreprise. . . . Vous etes chretieniie, 
IM^ade^ioiselle ; votre livre me le ^it. Et en verite 
votre role nous permets.de benir une fois de plus la 
divine religion, qui a permis a une Indienne de de- 
veiopper et de manifester cette valeur individuelle 
que le brahminisme enchaina^trop souvent chez la 
femme.” » . 

In writing to acknowledge the permission thiis 
generously granted to her, Toru Dutt told her new 
friend of her own bad state of health, and how 
greatly it interfered with the^ pursuit of her studies. 
She mentioned that her father prftiiosied taking lier 
to Europe again, so as to consult some eminent 
physician, and in the hope that a drier and more 
bracing air than that of Bengal might perhaps check 
the ‘disease, or, at any rate, give her strength to 
bai-tle against it. With this letter she sent her 
photograph and some of her translations from the 
Sanskrit. A month later she wrote again, from her 
bed, to which she was then confined by very sevoe 
illness and great pain. Yet, with the hopefulnubs so 
characteristic of persons suffering from consump- 
tion, she still looked forward to recovery, and 
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Di'ithad made siuce the pi»blication of her French 
“ sheaf.” 

i! is addressed to the “Casuarena Tree,” a tall, 
graceful tree 'which gro,jvs very* freely in Calcutta and 
it?; neighbourhood. 

But not because of its magnificence 
‘ Dear is the Casuarena to my soul. 

Beneath R we have played ; fliough years maj.^roll, 

0 sweet companions, loveo^with love intense, 

For your dear sakes ^hall the tree be ever dear ; 

Blest with yt^ur imagoa it shall arise 

In memory, till the ]jot tears blind my eyes. 

What is that dirge-like murmur that I hear, 

Like the sea breaking on \ .shingle beach ? 

It is the tree’s lament, an eerie speech, 

That haply to the unknown land may reach— 

Unknown, yet well-known to the eye of faith. 

Ah ! 1 have heard that*vail, fw*, far away 
In distant lands' by many a sheltered bay, 

When slumbered in his cave the Avafer- wraith, 

And the waves gently^cissod the classic .shore 
Of Franco or Italy beneath the moon, 

When earth lay tranced in a dreamless swoon ; 

And every time the music rosc.ta form sublime. 

Thy form, 0 tree, as in my happy prime, 

1 ‘^aw thee in my own loved native clime. 

Ill addition to all these poems and translations, 
I'oni J)utt left behind the MS. of a Fr^ch novel 
s®tit!t‘d Le Journal de Mdlle. D’Arvers. 

1’ ill |he sisters had been great noVel- readers., 
!,iay wonder how they found time foj‘ reading 
considering how much else they ’read in their 
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short lives, but so it yas. A story is told 
English gentleman having paid them a visit ii 
cutta, and asking them what were their bw it, 
books. • 

“ Oh ! novels, of course,’! replied , the yomiiid 
sister, who was almost always the spokeswoman. 

•“ Novels ! ” exclaimed their visitor ; “ I am koi vy 
■" to hear thijjt. You should read history,*’ 

Oh, no ! ” was the answer ; “ for history is i'aise, 
but novels are true.” . 

It was truth of thought, of life and character, 
which these Bengali girls spuglrt after ; not the bare 
dry facts* of history. What fairy - tales are to 
children, novels were to these young women; and, 
as we have already said, the dream of their joint 
dives was to produce a novel themsplves. 

Whether the Journal de Mdlle. D’ATvers had taken 
shape in Toru’s mind before her sister's deat’n is 
uncertain, but it seems more probable that it was ci 
•latef date. 

The choice of thu subject was certainly a sinonlar 
one. lihe life, the thoughts, and love experieia i s of 
a young French girl of good family, could only bave 
beeh known to Torn Butt by the mysterious intro him 
of imagination and sympathy, and thougli > I’i'C 
would pretead that the attempt to portray tlnn tan 
entirely succeeded, yet it is h proof of the reui in is 
of the authoress that it should not have sign;’ ' ’ 
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The domestic conditions portrayed in the story are 
those of an English rather tian of a French home, 
aud there are not wanting, here and there, touches 
which betray the oriental cast, of the writer’s mind. 
The hero, for instance, *is described as tall and thin, 
with coal-black hair, and black liquid eyes, the 
typical characteristics of a ‘young Bengali, while he 
ih said to havoC had a fair complexion, wl^ich showed 
his hiijh hirth. To a Etiropean mind the latter 
cxpiession is al^surd and meaningless, but if would 
come quite naturally to a native of India, where the 
higher classes have almost always fairer complexions 
th(i]i the lower classes. 

The manuscript as left by Torn Dutt was complete 
so far as the story was concerned, but it required 
careful editing before it. could be sent to the press, 
and this work* was cheerfully undertaken by Ma- 
diiaoihelle Ba'Jer, whose introduction to tlie bopk 
is full of hviupathetic and generous appreciation. 

The story is told in the form of a journal, supposed 
to have been written by Madeifioiselle D’Arvers. She 
hgiiis to write her journal when she returns^ to hhr 
home fnnu the convent in which she has been edu- 
liated, and depicts the very natural contlict.of feelings 
which lills her mind. Her joy at returning to her 
parents and the pleasure she anticipates from mixing 
hi society being mingled with regret at quitting the* 
'onvent in which she has passed some .hap*py years. 
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Lid at parting from her friends and school.i( .vn 
Soon, however, the plfeasui-es and interests c. her 
new life make her forget her regrets, as she i.iitls 
herself surrounded by all that adoring parenh. ean 
give their oqly child, and tho admiration which her 
beauty excites in everyone is received with a cliarra- 
ipg Hpirete and simplicity. 

. An excellent young pian, whom her parents have 
long fixed on as her future husband, comes to stay at 
the house; but though sh& a2)preciate8 his good 
qualities and is quite ready to m*ake friends with 
him, he fails to touch her heart, which is captivated 
almost at once Jby the yousig owner of the neighbour- 
ing chateau. 

Seeing that her affection is returned, tlie parents, 
with some regret, relinquish their elierished project 
and consent to her betrothal wfth ,the man of her 
choice, and it seems as though for once the course of 
true love were destined to run smooth. But a 
terrible storm is at hand. Mademoiselle D’ArveiH is 
lowd not only by the man she loves, but by his 
fcarother Gaston also. The discovery of this puts the 
elder brother into a fury, which passes into a fit of i 
temporary insanity, in which he kills his brother. ^ 
No sooner has he fired ' the fatal shot than his . 
madness leaves him, and in bitterest shame andj 
remorse he gives himself up to justice- Be 
tried and condemned, but while awaiting hi.s 
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pii; hment, t\ie iasanity returns and he com- 
tui: suicide. 

His unhappy Aance is crushed to the earth, feeling 
niii't bitterly the humiliation of having been the 
iuii 'cent cause of twoi men’s death, u^ereby their 
wi'ldwed mother is left desolate. By degrees her 
iiffection for her parents^ and her religious^ faith 
enable her to rouse herself from the state of pros- 
tration and d^ection conse4i[uent on the tr?lgedy, and 
slie accepts somewhat feluctantly her mother’s sug- 
Sjestion, that, having wrecked the lives of two men 
who loved her, it is her duty to do her best to make 
the third one happy. 

So the faithful, patient lover is at last rewarded, 
and there appears a prospect of happiness for him 
and his bride. But the terrible tragedy in which she 
has played a paj t Ifas shattered her constitution, and 
just as she is beginning to rest happily in her hus- 
Uind’s love, she droops and dies. 

As will be seen from this short sketch, the concep- 
tion is very crude, and the stor^ is full of glaiing 
improbabilities. But in spite of these defects, in 
spite of the unnecessarily tragic features, the story 
IS not an unpleasant one, and gives ample evijjejicf 
i'oth of imagination and of knowledge *of humar 
uature, as well as of the pure and spiritual nature o: 
the authoress which she reproduces in her heroine. 

Bad, in<feed, it is to think that such a^ gifted nature 
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shoul^ have been thus early cut off, and that its . 
.promise of fruit shoufd have been blighted he 
time and experience had matured it. It has 1). 
the case in all countfies and in all times, but }>.■> 
haps the modern educated ilative of India is pecu- 
liarly exposed to the danger. The preraatme 
devetopment of both mind and body does not seem 
« to be accompanied by that physical health which cau 

^ tad 

alpne make great mental* cultivation really safe, and 
in too^nany cases the bodily trarae^is worn out in a 
few years, and hopes of future achievements are 
bjiried in an early grave. Tbp danger, no doubt, is 
increase^ for those who go to England or America, 
and the damp cold of these countries has cost ue 
more than one life that seemed destined to play a 
. noble part in the .work, of regenerating Indian 
society. Yet, perhaps, Us we mourn these early 
deaths, these gifted women taken from us, as we 
think, all too soon, Ave may be at firult, and that for 
c them as well as for their country the poets words 
may be true — * * 

The fairest gift that life can give 
* Is to die young. 
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One of the reasons \#hich make it so difficult for 
people who have not closely studied the history of 
India to understand the intricate arM delieate pro- 
blems which are constantly presenting themselves in 
regard to its modern development, is that there are. 
so many different races in the country, each per- • 
fectly distinct, with its own religion, language, and 
traditions, and with no special bond of sympathy (jr 
patriotism to draw them all together. 

Of these various nationalities, the smallest nuipe- 
rically, though by no means tlve least interesting’ is 
that of the Parsis. They are found scattere.d over 
various parts of Upper India, but chiefly in the 
, Western Presidency, and by far the larger jjroportton 
I oi them live in the city of Bombay itself, where they 
fctm the richest and most influential portion of the 
®babitant^ Their position in India may in many 
V6specl.-) be said to be analogous to thaf of*the Jews 

8 
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in wes^orn Europe. Like them they have lived i )r 
centuries as exiles and aliens in a foreign land, keep- 
ing themselves distinct from the people among whom 
they dwelt, in their religion, their dress, and their 
social customs, and seldom intermarrying with them. 
Like them they have distinguished themselves by 
their aptitude for business, their enterprise, and their 
® commercial prosperity, ‘as well as by their loyalty to 
th^ Government of the Country, although, like the 
Jews, the Parsis are seldom *11 evey to be found in 
the -ranks of the army. * 

,, As their name signifies, the Parsis came origi- 
nally from Pereia,. and belong to the Iranian branch 
of the Aryan family. The inhabitants of tersia, 
in course of time, had corrupted the primeval 
. faith of their forefathers, and had sunk into gross 
idolatry, when, according to tradition, about the 
year b.o. 1200, Zoroaster began to preach and to 
lead them back to a purer and true form of reli- 
c gion. His doctrines spread widely, and from that 
time the Persians ^:em|iined monotheists, worshipping 
the Creator of the Universe under the outward sym- 
bols of fire and light. During the sevenJh century 
of our era the country was conquered by the Sara- 
cens, who, being Mahomedans, forced the adoption ol 
their religion on all those^they overcame, and spread 
it with fire and sword. Although the Pqysians had 
as a nati&n siink into a condition of great effeminacy, 
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iiiid were unable to offer aay serious resistince to 
tiieir fierce invaders, a nobler spirit still breathed in 
ijome parts of the country, where the inhabitants, who 
were chiefly engaged ^in agricultural and pastoral 
pursuits, inherited some of the indomitable courage 
and patience of their forefathers. Eather than ac- 
cept the faith of the Saracens, which they looted on 
as idolatrous, these people submitted to most cruel 
and unceasing persecution. They were driven f^om 6ne 
part of the counky to another, until at last, despair- 
ing of ever being abl^ to remain in peace in their 
native land, a remnant of ,them took ship and sailSd 
to India, where they landed on ‘the western coast. 
Here they w^ere kindly received by the people, and 
the rajah or prince of the place gave them permis- 
sion to settle, and j;o exdtQise *their religion without * 
molestation, ifuring the thousand years that have 
passed since their arriv^J in India, their history has 
been very uneventful. "When Timur invaded Northern 
India, people called Magians {ij’e enumerated ameng * 
bis prisoners, from which we may Infer that the dis- 
ciples of Zoroaster had already made their way into 
the Punjab. Gradually the Parsis abandoned the 
agricultural pursuits which had occupied »them on 
&eir first arrival, and, flocking to the towns and 
cities, devoted themselves ta commerce. ’ 

Wl\en the English became masters of Boi^bay and 
of Surat, they found the Parsis establi^ed in both 

•8 * 
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places, and carrying on business as inercli,, 
bankers, and ship-builders ; and since that tiuie 1 1 
have continued to flourish exceedingly, althouj.'i: , 
would appear from the census returns that ti!' a- 
number is mot ihcreasing. * In 1841 there wiyo 
114,000 Parsis in India, while in 1881 the numljoi* 
was given as only 85,000.« . 

' As we have already said, the religion of Zoroaster, 
wlpch is still professed By the Parsis, is essentially 
monotBeistic. Dr. Haug, who is tbp great authority 
on the subject, writes as follows : — “ The leading 
idea of Zoroaster’s theology ms monotheism : that 
there are, not many gods, but only one. The prin- 
ciple of his speculative philosophy was dualism, 
the supposition of two primeval causes of the real 
.world and of the intelleoiual ; while his moral 
philosophy was moving in Ithe triad of thought, word, 
and deed.” The Creator of the Universe is wor 

c 

shipped under the name oi Hornlazd, or Aln-ima 
0 Mazda ; while, according to the Parsi Scriptures, 
there are working ^ subjection to the Supreme 
Being two causes or principles, by whose agency lie 
is the Causer of all causes, the Creator and Destroyer 
of • all things. These two principles arc Spento 
Mainyush, the increasing or Creating Spirit, anu 
Angro Maipyush, the decreasing or Destroying Spnit. 
And these two are ever at work, and have^ bet. ^ irom 
all eternity, acting and counteracting on eac’- Hlici. 
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both in subjection to pirn who is at* once' 
ihe Lord of Lite and Death, of Light and of 
Oarkness. 

In addition to these, Parsi theology acknowledges 
six immortal spirits or benefactors, who preside 
severally over the vital faculty; light and bright- 
j\ess ; rule, power, and wealth ; piety and obedience; 
prosperity ; and immortality.* The idea o| a future " 
life and of the resurrection of the body distinctly 
pervades the saared books, both the earlier a^d the 
later ones alike. ^ 

The most ancient ‘of these books arc the Zend- 
Avesta, which contain the main “principles and 
outlines of the Parsi religion, and which are written 
ill a language allied to, but distinct from, Sanskrit, 
The later books ar^ written irvPehlevi, which belongs, 
to the Iranian* group* of languages, and these are 
frequently written in the Gujerati character, it being 
in Gujerat that the Parsis first found a home in 
India. It is in these latter books that the details* 
relating to religious ceremonies and customs must be 
sought. Pehlevi is the language used onfall re- 
ligious occasions, the daily prayers of the Parsis 
being said in this tongue, although it^ is to -the 
greater number of them quite unknown, so that they 
repeat their prayers as a sacred duty, bpt with little 
w no comprehension of the words they are using. 

The Zoroastrians are frequently spol»n df as being 
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worshipers of Fire and of the Sun, but it se. : 
clear that this is not really part of their religidii. 
“ God, according to the Parsis, is the embodiment of 
glory, refulgence, and Jight, and a Parsi engaged in 
prayer is directed to stand befdte fire, or with face to 
the sun, as proper symbols of the Almighty. Fire is 
thp begt and noblest representative of the Divinity, 
in its brightness, activity, purity, and incorrupti- 
bility ; while the sun is thb best and most useful of 
God’s creation.” " 

Fire, then, is worshipped oply, if at all, as the 
representative of Him who is Himself Eternal Light, 
and as such tlie practice*^ is very ancient among 
Aryan nations. 

The principles of the Parsi religion, as sketched 
g,bove, are those which. may, fairly bo deduced from 
their sacred books, and such' as are held by the most 
enlightened and cultivated members of their com- 
munity. But, like other religions, the*beliefs actually 
Jield by the more ignorant have become much cor- 
rupted and debased, ^ 

In order to avoid persecution from their neigh- 
bours, tte Parsis at one time or another adopted 
many Jlindu customs ; they neglected the study ot 
their sacred books, and, as a natural conseciutnce, 
their religion became corrupted and almost idula- 
•trous. The vulgar and unlearned ceased jio sco in 
fire only tlfe sjgnbol of Divine Light, and adoi tlie 
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?i ible flame, as well as the sun, moon, and^ stars.' 
ri ey even lost sight of the Iruth that there was but' 
ono God, and worshipped two spirits, one good and 
one evil, whom they believed to, be contending for the 
dominion of the univer^. In fact, like Brahminism, 
Buddhism, and even Christianity itself, the religion 
of Zoroaster has been greatly perverted by h\8 foj- 
lowers, and it would be unfair to judge its real , 
teachings by the beliefs llbld by its more ignorant 
professors. Its ^ real Superiority to the other re- 
ligions of India may, Ijowever, be gathered from its 
effect on the people wjio profess it. The Parsis aye 
distinguished from both Hindus and Jdahomedans by 
their general good conduct and their high standard 
of morality, as well as by their general healthiness. 
Their average mortalityais singularly low, especially 
among the chttdren.' Their women occupy a far 
more honourable and independent position than 
either Hindu ot Mahofnedan women, and are uni- 
versally allowed to be both good wives and good, 
mothers. They are not kept 'in Reclusion, but drive 
about in open carriages, with their faces uncovered, 
wearing white shawls or sarees over their heads, and 
a great deal of jewellery. The men wear a wlyite or 
black coat and white trousers, and a darli turban or 
cap of a pecuUar shape. , ^ , 

The P^sis seem to have inherited that charac-. 
teristic of their Persian forefathers wjiicb so struck 
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the Greeks, namely, the facility for adapting thero- 
’selves to foreign manners and customs ; and they are 
decidedly the most Europeanized of any of tlie 
Asiatic inhabitants qf India. In one particular, 
however, they cling steadfastly to their national 
custom, namely, with regard to the disposal of their 
dead.. These they neithe?.- bury nor burn, but expose 
them, uncoftined, at the top of high towers, where 
they are devoured by tlie Birds. This custom appears 
to us ‘both unnatural and (iisgusting, but is de- 
fended by them as being the, best possible, because 
tlje speediest, way of disposing of the dead bodies, 
and as wise on sanitary grounds. Cremation, which 
is frequently recommended on this latter gronnd, 
they object to from religious scruples, Zoroaster 
having taught that fire. was ioo sacred a thing to be 
profaned by a dead body. 

The towers on which the bodies are exposed are 
called Towers of Silence, and are, some of them, of 
a great height. The highest at Bombay is over 
ninety feet. It i;8 considered a very meritorious 
act to build such a tower, and the completion of 
one is* usually made the subject of a general 
rejoicing. 

It is frequently claimed for the Parsis, by tb( ir 
own writers, that they are ji. very tolerant people, md 
that while they have proved their fidelity t(\ their nvii 
faith even® to Jkhe death, they have never pers ded 
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O', ill-used members of other religions. It should, 
h >wever, be remembered that almost all religious’ 
systems have been tolerant while they were them- 
selves in a minority, and that.the era of persecuting 
intolerance has been that of power, so that the Parsis 
have never really been in a position to exercise into- 
lerance. It is, however, natorious that they do not 
view with indifference the conversion of an^ members 
of their own body to Chrisfianity, and that a Psyrsi 
who desires to ^hrow in his lot with the Chfistians 
must exjiect as many difficulties and troubles as 
though he were a MalKuncdan or a Hindu. * 

A very well-known instance of this* occuri;ed in the 
case of the Bev. Sorabji Kharsedji, now a missionary 
of the Church Missionary Society at Poona. Ho was 
brought up strictly as a Varsi,.but while pursuing his 
scliool studies he became acquainted with the Bible, 
which he read diligently and devoutly. The pure un- 
selfish morality* which he found there greatly at- 
tracted him, and his heart answered to the idea of a 
mediator and a Saviour as Jet .forth in the New 
Testament. In some of his own sacred books he had 
found a dim echo of Isaiah’s prophecy that a deli- 
verer should arise, who would subdue all evil and 
save his people from their sins, but the religious 
system of the Parsis offered him no ^uch friend. 
Gladly, tl\prefore, he accepted the truth as revealed 
in Christ, and with a willing and teachabld heart he 
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listen^ to the missionaries. At last he profess: i 
*himself a Christian. At once there burst upon him 
such a storm of opposition as can be but faintly 
realised by us who live in a Christian land. In the 
graphic and "touching words of one of his daughters, 
“ Imprisonment, desertion, stoning, were the least he 
he-d tp suffer. They sent him out oar-less and rudder- 
® less to sea, in a tiny boat once, hoping he' would be 
drowned, and added to all, of course, was the wrath 
of hispeopje; his father and"^ his ujicle disinherited 
him, and his mother died of broken heart.” But 
the faith of the young convert was proof even 
against spch attacks as tfiese ; the grief and anger 
of his parents moved him no more than the ]>erse- 
cution and cruelty of the priests, and the existence 
_of British justice in the country prevented them from 
carrying their opposition further. Atfsoon as he had 
attained the necessary age Mr. Sorabji was ordained, 
and henceforth devoted his "life to *the work of the 
j, Church Missionary Society. His labours have been 
greatly blessed, bq^.h hs a teacher and a preacher, 
though, perhaps, his most important work has been 
done with the pen. He is a member of the Committee 
for translating the Bible into Gujerati, and has also 
published a work on Zoroastrianism and Christiand;,'. 
In this boo^ he not only,^hows how inferior is the 
religion of the Parsis to that of the Christians, but 
also show% good ground for denying that the Z- id 
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Avista is at all as ancient as it claims to be, that 
it is in any real sense the worlc of Zoroaster. 

Mr. Sorabji married a Hindu convert to Chris- 
tianity, and together they both^laboured at Nassick, 
where they are still rem’embered and welcomed with, 
affection, and where most of their children were born. 

Mrs. Sorabji hei^self is a woman of rare ijitel-. 
lectual po^er, allied to a force of character and a 
spiritual charm such as are 'keldom to be met with. 
As six daughters were bdrn to her one after another, 
her neighbours gathered round her to condole with 
her, because that no son had come to redeem the. 
family. According to Indian ideas aowoman’s hope 
of happiness, on earth or after death, depends upon 
her being the mother of a son, so that the birth of 
daughters can only be considered a trouble and a 
disgrace. But *>Mr8. Sor&bji thought otherwise ; 
already she had grasped the idea that the salvation 
and regeneration *of Indian society should be wrought 
by its women, and she gazed proudly on her little 
flock, and counted them all as 8on%. 

The fifth daughter, born at Nassick in 1866, 
received the name of Cornelia. Soon after her birth 
her parents removed farther south, and the child’s 
first reminiscences are associated with a very lovely 
place in the Dekkan. There many happ^ years were 
spent, the early lessons being made delightful to the 
children by the mother’s sweet and imaginative teach- 
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ing. .There were no kindergartens in India in th :e 
days, but the little Sorabjis had a sort of kind> r. 
garten of their own. “ We learnt to sing our letters,” 
writes Cornelia, “ to iunes mother made for them, 
and to the names of our friends and acquaintances. 
I remember a delightful alphabet, where A was for 
•Appagi Bappaji,’ who Was god-father to one of my 
sisters. We learnt to ftount over playing at ‘ shop ’ 
with mother. Nature around us was invested with 
life, afid we were told stories of the,birds and insects 
which brought them near us,, and unconsciously wc 
learnt Natural History. So with our writing ; ‘ the 
soldiers ^ and * towers ’ (strokes and pot-hooks) wore 
all part of a long delightful game wifich had no 
.end.” 

While the mother trained and educated the 
younger children, the father devoted himself to the 
elder girls. In that far away village in the Dekkan 
there were but few opportunities for girls to learn 
much; and the young Sorabjis soon got beyond 
what could be tau^ht'them in the Church Missionary 
School. Fortunately for them, their father was both 
willing and able to teach them, and under him they 
studied mathematics, science, and Sanskrit, until 
they had reached the standard required foi- the 
matriculatign at the Univ^irBity of Bombay. 

Education had been making great strides in the 
Western 'Presidency, both for men and womoj’ hut 
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tiie question of admitting the latter to University 
eiauinations had not yet bee^ mooted. Mr. Sorabji* 
t;iea sent in an application for bis two eldest 
daughters to be admitted to the matriculation 
examination at the Bombay University, and it was 
refused. 

This refusal was, a great. blow both to the fjithef 
and the daughters, but the effort they had made was . 
not without its effect. ® , * . 

■ 

The question had been raised, and though sit was 
some years before tbe^ matter was finally settled, 
the fight between the ^advocates and the opposers of 
women’s education at last ended in th^ unconditional 

. i 

admission ai women to all the University examina- 
tions. 

The Sorabji family h%d ncY? removed to Poona, 
and Mrs. Sorabji, fihding her time less fully occupied 
as her children grew older, determined to put into 
execution a plan "which dhe had long been revolving 
in her mind. 

We cannot do better than^quqte her daughter’s 
words on the subject : — “ It seemed to my mother 
that the great question of how to bring the nations in 
India together, could best be solved by making fherp 
learn together as children. They worked together in 
offices when grown, but their relations were strained 
and unhappy, and if early friendships had been there 
to recall, things might have been different; for the 
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mind^ of all a more intimate knowledge of each othe. 
would be beneficial.” 

A school, on much the same lines as those Mrs. 
Sorabji was contemplating, had been started at 
Ahmedabad under Government auspices in 1872, 
by the name of the Female Normal School, and its 
success was already assured. It was attended by 
women of all the better classes in Gujerat, and it 
was found that the intercourse of the pupils with 
each (jther did much towards overcoming their caste 
prejudices. 

. Ten years after its foundation it had sent out 
thirty-siy well4rained teachers, and the work of 
the pupils, especially map-drawing, pHtin needle- 
work, and embroidery was such as to elicit the 
warm commendation, of cthe Government inspec- 

it 

tors. 

In 1875 the work of the school was not as widely 
known as it has since become, but its success during 
the three years it had then been in existence, was 
Buficiently marked td encourage Mrs. Sorabji in the 
idea of establishing a somewhat similar institution 
at Poona. 

The school she founded there, and which is known 
as the Victoria High School, was in many respeci,;^ 
different in, its working ,from that of the norma’ 
schools, being as far as possible on the same lines 
English high, schools, and its success has been 
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•emarkable that more than one school has, been 
modelled after it in other places. 

In the Victoria High School Europeans, Parsees, 
Brahmans, Jews, and Mahom^dans are successfully 
taught together, and tHe numbers attending it are 
constantly on the increase. At the present time the 
High School itself has about»150 pupils ; but there is 
also a branch school in connection with it, a large 
and flourishing kindergarteh school, and a 'depart- 
ment in which jslder ""girls are prepared f(?r the 
matriculation examination of the University of 
Bombay. , 

Since the opening of tlie Victoria Higlr School 
Mrs. Sorabjithas succeeded in establishing three other 
large schools in Poona. One of these is for children, 
who understand nothing but the vernacular, or 
Marathi language ; ’another is intended for young 
Mahomedan girls of good family, who are not allowed 
to attend mixed schools ; and the third undertakes 
the task of training teachers, and is almost the only 
institution of the kind in the B6mbay Presidengy. • 

In the working of these schools Mrs. Sora^i has 
been assisted almost from the commencement by one 
or more of her daughters, and at the present timn no 
less than four of them help her regularly : the eldest 
is assistant superintendent ; the second teaches 
music ; another is head mistress of the High School, 
where she specially manages the upper form’s ; while 
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another devotes herself to teaching in the kinder- 
garten ; in addition to which one daughter, who holds 
an appointment under Government, but who lives at 
home, devotes all her .spare hours to the work of the 
schools. Two of these girls served an apprenticeship 
for some time as assistant teachers under Miss 
Collett in the Female Normal School at Ahmedabad, 
so that there is ample* justification , for the generous 
pi;ide ^’ith which Cornllia Sorabji speaks of her 
mother and sisters as havmg dcjjie much for the 
cause of education in Weste^i India, and as having 
been the means of bringing knowledge and enlighten- 
ment tojnany dark and ignorant minds. 

We must return, however, to Cornelia herself. 
^She was only nine years old when the Victoria Iligli 
School was started, 'and idle immediately took her 
place as one of its pupils. Three»years later she 
began to help in the teaching, though continuing her 
own studies at the same time, and later on she passed 
through a course in the training school establislied 
by^er mother. The* sister next above her was her 
special instructress, and it was to her teaching that 
she ascribed her success, when, at sixteen, she went 
up for matriculation at Bombay. Having jiassed this 
examination, she was not content, like many olhc'’ 
students, wjth what she already achieved ; siu - 
cess only increased her desire to learn rgpre and ! * 
continue'her.course up to the degree. In order to " 
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this, it was necessary for her to keep terms* at a 
Government college ; accordingly, she was entered as 
a student at the Dekkan College at Poona, and while 
continuing to live at home, she drove every day to 
the college for her work.* 

For a time, at any rate, her experiences there were 
anything but pleasant. She was the only* giri 
student at the college, and he? position as ^uch was 
not an easy one, among three hundred men stlidents, 
who looked on heii as an intruder, and who had"never 
been trained as English, men and boys, are, to look 
upon a woman with ijespect and to treat her with* 
consideration and courtesy. On the bontrasy, these 
young Indian students had been accustomed from 
their boyhood to hear the women of their family . 
spoken of with contempt? and* to see them treated 
as inferior beings ; and it is not to be wondered at 
that they made Mias Sorabji’s life as unpleasant 
they could. They stared at her rudely, they played 
practical jokes upon her, shut the doors of the clap- 
rooms in her face, and tried *to ^keep her opt ‘of 
lectures. All this, however, she bore with jjatient 
good-humour, determined not to be driven out^ 
because she felt that she was a pioneer in tjie cause 
of her countrywomen’s adyancement, and that as 
fiuch she must be ready to gidure a great* deal. All 
tbi studentg, moreover, did not behave so badly to 
io. ; her own countrymen, the Parsis, were uni- 

9 
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^formlj^ courteous and gCivil, showing in their good 
manners the result of the more enlightened views 
with regard to women in which they had been 
brought up. 

Miss Soralbji worked at the college five hours every 
day, but she had also to study several hours at home 
ih order to get through ‘her work, which she found 
‘ rather hajd. She does not appear to have studied 
Latin a! all before she began her college course, so 
she ha*d, as she says, “ to put five jiears of Latin into 
one.’' Since.that time Frenoh has been introduced 
into the University cqu^e, as an alternative for 
Latin in^the ca§e of women students ; but it was not 
so then, and the regular curriculum was a fairly dilfi- 
jcult one for a student whose previous education, good 
as it had been, had iiot l)een conducted on exactly 
the same lines. However, on the whT)le, Miss Sorabji 
enjoyed her college days. The lectures she always 
found delightful, and even the examinations were to 
her a source of real pleasure. Nor were her exertions 
unbucf-essful ; besridefi the real pleasure which she 
found jn study, she obtained substantial rewards of 
another kind. She was a college scholar each year 
of hfir coiyfse ; she won the Havelock prize, and the 
Hughling’s Scholarship of the Bombay University, 
which is awarded to tha highest candidate in the 
First Arts Examination. At each examination sli 
took honourej and in the final examination for tl 
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degree, in 1887, she was one of four in the first class 
of the University list, and sfood at the head of all* 
the students from the Dekkan College. 

While waiting for the result^ of the examination to 
be made known, Miss Sorabji resumed •work in the 
Poona Schools, throwing herself into the work of 
teaching others with the same whole-hearted enthu- 
siasm which she ' had displayed in learning for * 
herself. 

At the end of, a month the lists were puWlished, 
and great were the rejojcings at the digtinctions she 
had won, not only in her own family circle, but 
among all who were at all interested 4n watojiing the 
development of education among Indian women. 

Almost immediately afterwards she received the, 
offer of a teaching Fellowship ii the Gujerat College 
at Ahmedabad. '♦This she refused, being anxious to 
devote her time and talents to the education of 
women rather than of men ; but when, a short time 
after, she was again offered a Fellowship at the same 
college, and found that the autljorities had credited a 
new one expressly to meet the demands she had 
made, she felt that she could not again refuse. It 
seemed, indeed, to her that there must be^worb for 
lier to do at Ahmedabad, and believing that “ it 
would do Indian men good be ruled foi; a time by 
a woman,'’, and “ also that if Indian women were 
-vt * to be raised, it must be by the respact ^ined for 

^9 
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the sej; by certain members of it,” she made up her 
mind to go. 

It was a formidable undertaking, and. one which 
repaired no small amount of moral courage. It had 
been hard enough to find hei%elf the only girl at the 
Dekkan College ; but then she had her home to go 
back .to every day, and the sympathy of her parents 
and sisters to help and encourage 'her. 

.Now ihe had to leave*home altogether, and alone 
to apjfear before a large bod/ of y^ung men, not as 
their fellow-student, but as tt^eir teacher. It was an 
ordeal which few girls of twenty-one would have 
sustained with equanimity, but she came through it 
unscathed. She writes of it thus : “ I do not like to 
^recall my first lecture ; but the men behaved well. 
One rather dreaded edntestiwas all I have to record, 
and a little sarcasm cure'd the iae». I found them 
docile and very appreciative.” 

Her work was to lecture to a ‘class of men on 
English Literature and Language, her pupils being 
candidates preparing both for the Previous Examina- 
tion and the two examinations for the B.A. degree ; 
and she soon won her way by' her quiet decision of 
chauacter^and ready tact. It was a great victory, 
for it demonstrated to all who were willing to be con- 
vinced, that an Indian wqman may not only po.sscss 
marked intellectual abilities, but also thqse qualities 
of charicteii which are of greater importance and 
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more lasting value, and which must be held to 
entitle her, without question, to honour and respect. * 

Three months after Miss Sorahji’s appointment as 
Fellow, she received an acting; appointment as Pro- 
fessor of English in the college. The work of this 
appointment is usually performed by the English 
Principal of the College, but? owing to the abseace ©f 
this gentleman, a ‘vacancy Occurred for about six* 
months, during which time Miss Sorabji pJrfornjed 
the duties and i;eceive^ the salary of the English 
professor. ^ 

It was a great honour to be awarded to one so 
young, and it was doubly welcome, a» it enabled her 
to put by some money towards the expenses of a visit 
to England, on which she had set her heart. Not 
content with the successes she liad already gained in , 
India, Miss Sombji’ desired to prosecute her studies 
still further, and her great ambition was, if possible, 
to go through a ‘course at some college preparatory 
to passing the Degree Examination of one of our 
universities. 

The Government of India, in order to encourage 
students to go to England, have established several 
scholarships, and Miss Sorabji hoped to J)e able to 
obtain one of them. But althoirgh her qualifications in 
other respects would have fully entitled Ijer to it, the 
Government decided that it could only be held by a 
aan. It was a cruel disappointment, ^nd'when, in 
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1888, the selected scholar snccumbed to sea-sicknees 
on his way to England and returned home from Aden, 
her hopes revived, for she felt confident of passing 
the ordeal by water. , But again her application was 
refused, and^ it became evident that if she was to go 
to England at all, she must depend on her own exer- 
tions And on such help a» she could obtain from the 
friends of women’s education. 

gbo llad saved about out of her salary, and 
had bcSu'owed about as much'* from Jriends in India. 
This was enough, at any rate^to pay her passage to 
England and back; and, having received a warm 
invitatiou froiu’- Miss Manning, the Hon. Secretary 
of the National Indian Association, and a promise of 
jielp from friends in England, she resigned her post 
.in the Gujorat College !and set out on her journey of 
faith and hope. 

Miss Sorabji was not allowed to leave Ahmedabad 
.ithout many tokens of the apprecialiion in which her 
. work was held by all. Her pupils presented her with 
a tecAj cll address, Accompanied by a present of Cutch 
silverwork, and the Principal of the College gave her 
a very handsome testimonial. It ran as follows : — 

“ Miss ^Jornelia Sorabji having passed the exami- 
for the degree of B.A. in the First Class, was 
appointed a J^akshina Pellpw in the Guzerat College, 
for the year 1888. As a teacher in the college, she 
did her ^^brk»with remarkable ability and tact, in a 



COBNEUi. SOBABJI. 


135 


-J 

very quiet and unassuming way, at the sanw time 

<9 t 

that* she exercised complete control over the students. 
Whatever work was entrusted to her, she did it in the 
most satisfactory manner, le^-ving nothing to be 
desired. 

“ I had recently, on a vacancy occurring, recom- 
mended Miss Sorabji for Professorship im this 
college, and I stilf wish that* she may be q^^ljpwed to 
continue her connection witfi this college, wliere she 
has already done ^such good work. By her bfilliant 
University and College^j career, and by .her excellent 
work as a teacher this ‘year^ Miss Sorabji has showrf 
that she is pre-eminently fitted to* supply in her 
person the great want felt in many towns and in the 
Native States, namely, a thoroughly able and quali- 
fied lady superintendent for girls^ schools. 

“ Miss CorneMa Sorabji will carry with her the 
good wishes of all her 6olleagucs in this college. 

(Skined) “ J. A. Dalal, M.A,, 

Principal, ^ 

“ Guzerat ][!ol\ege, Alimedsjbafl.” 

It was some disappointment to Miss Sorabji on her 
arrival in England to find that the only actual degree 
attainable by women was that of the Uniyersity of 
London, and that the course for that degree, as well 
as that for the Tripos Examinations at.Cambridge, 
was both tqp long and too expensive for the time and 
means at her command. 
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Thotcourse laid down by the University of Oxford, 
liowever, seemed to orfer special advantages, and a 
scholarship of £25 a year at Somerville Hall having 
been awarded to her, sjie took up her residence there 
at the begiifning of the October term 1888. Miss 
Sorabji was advised to devote her time chiefly to the 
study* of English Literature, with a view of taking 
•honours in that subject; in which she had already 
shown Serself so well inWmed ; and she worked at 
this fed’ some time. However, th§ opening of the 
Honour School of Law at Oxford to women turned 
MissSorabji’s ideas in a new direction, and she thought 
that by (jualifymg^ herself in this subject slie might 
be able to open out a new career for women in India, 
phe is now, therefore, studying law, and her answers 
at the last examination wejre such as to call forth 
warm expressions of praise from the* examiners, and 
to make her friends ho])e that her success in the 
final examination will be very inarkeTl. 

Miss Sorabji has made many warm friends since 
she*came to Englaiid,*and the assistance which they 
have given towards continuing her studies has been 
prompted as much by personal affection as by admira- 
tion for her abilities and her brave endeavours. 

When Miss Sorabji first came to England she was 
frequently ^ke'd to spealj at missionary meetings, 
especially at those in support of Zenan£|^ Missions ; 
but, unde!* medical advice, she has now been obliged 
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to give this up, as her health is by no meang very 
robust, and the exertiop of speaking in public is more* 
than she can stand. 

It may be mentioned here that Mrs. Sorabji paid a 
visit to England in 1886, at* the invitation of the 
Indian Female School and Zenana Missionary 
Society, and made many friends, who were prepared 
to welcome her daughter when she arrived two years * 
later. 

Mrs. Sorabji h^self ifi, as has already been xaid, a 
woman of great character and keen intellect. She was 
one of the witnesses examined by the Commission oif 
Indian Education in 1882, and her evidence, given at 
Poona was considered very valuable, both from her own 
position as one of the leading educationalists in the^ 
Bombay Presidency, and from her intimate acquaint- 
ance with the neecfs of native society. She stated 
on this occasion that she did not consider that “ home 
education ” for either Ijoys or girls in India was of 
much value, except as a supplement to what they 
were taught at school. In fadt, it was her opimon 
that education, in the proper sense of the word, must 
begin with women, if it was to be of any use to the 

men, because it was the mother's influence which 

. ^ 

was strongest in moulding the child’s character ; and 
for this reason she thought no trouble, or expense 
should be ^spared to raise the standard of female 
education in India. 


10 
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While Mrs. Sorabji was in England in 1886, the 
"work of her schools was aljly carried on by « her 
daughters ; but her absence was keenly felt in every 
department of missionary work at Poona. 

Her husbilnd wrote thus : *“I feel as though I had 
lost my right hand. Often, when I have been in need 
of bar wise counsel and* prompt .action, I have been 
■ forced to wait and hesitate. The “mercy and wisdom 
of .God in providing a hefp-meet for man never came 
home <»to me so .forcibly before. J must take this 
opportunity o^f observing that ^my wife, who is still in 
’England, speaks with heart-felt gratitude of the 
kindnesfii, and love shown to her by people in that 
Christian land.” 

Mrs. Sorabji’s schools are now partly supported 
, by a Government gr£ent-in*aid, a clear proof of the 
value attached to them ;• ^e has’made them over to 
a society, so that they may be carried on on the same 
lines when she and her daughters are no longer there 
to direct them. 

^haj; some meiqjber|, however, of this remarkable 
family may long continue to work in Poona we may 
reasonably 'hope. The youngest Miss Sorabji already 
gives promise of emulating her elder sister’s achieve- 
ments, for she has recently matriculated at Bombay, 
though only fourteen, aijd she stood nineteenth in 
order of merit among nearly three thousand candi- 
dates ; sHe, Iwwever, intends to be a doctor. 



COBNKLU SOBABJI. 


139 


The success achieved by Mrs. Sorabji and her 
daughters is no doubt exceptional, and it must not be 
supposed that every Indian woman to whom the 
same advantages may be o^ered would make as 
good a use of them. *^hey *have, however, proved 
beyond all possible doubt that Indian women are, 
under favourable oircumstsnices, quite as capable as 
English women of ^ligh educational development, and 
moreover, that such development renders ifiem a 11 
the better qualified to serve their generation,* either 
in the domestic circle as wives, ipothers, and 
daughters, or in the more extended sj)here of teacher^ 
and workers. ’ 
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